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It is difficult to pass along Market street—the pave- 
ments are so much filled with boxes and other packages. 
The largest, and it is said by fat the dest, business, has 
been done in Baltimore for the last four months, that 
ever was transacted in this city—and still the assortment 
and supply is stated to be beautiful and large, Such 
are among the benefits of having had an open harbor 
during the late severe winter—and our proximity to **the 
west.” A few days past, a neighbor counted, at one 
ume, no Jess than fifty-three drays, laden witha great 
variety of goods for the steamboat Rappahannock, for 
Fredericksburg! It is pleasant to stop and sce the ope- 
rations at the rail road depot. A great business is doing 
there! Indeed, the whole appearance of things in Balti- 
more is delightful, to persons conditioned as we are, 
generally chained down to the desk—when allowed to 


tuke a brief walk, and see and hear the **busy hum” of 


industry and the cheerfulness that prevail. 

The Baltimore Gazette says— 

The great and apparently unaccountable delay of con- 
gress in making the necessary appropriations for the 
payment of the current expenses of government, and more 
especially to pay the bills drawn by the distant agents 
and officers of the government—some of whieh, it is 
reported, have been protested—has caused very general, 
aud, we fear, too just complaint. Some explanation is 
certainly due from the representatives to their constitu- 
ents, for this omission to pay just claims when the trea- 
sury is full to overflowing; and money so seurce as to 


cause general embarrassment to almost every class of 


business men. 

Oliver Evans once said to the editor of the Recister, 
that the time would come, when, every person able to 
build a house costing 10,000 dollars, would provide him- 
self with a steam engine, as a part of its furniture, to 
wash the clothes, serul the floors, &c. &e. 

The following seems to be an approach to the fulfil- 
ment of Mr. Evans’ prophecy. 

Portable steam engines. Mr. Gough, an engineer of Salford, 
has constructed a portable steam engine, to which he has at- 
tached a very simple apparatus for lifting dead weights from the 
hold of a ship or the top of a building. The engine, with its 
machinery, is fixed upon a carriage with four wheels, so that it 
may be removed at pleasure to any particular spot where the 
power is required, and when removed will perform its duties 
without being attached to the soil, being in this respect as in- 
dependent of the soil as the snail or the tortoise; who carry 
their houses on their backs. If used in aid of manual labor in 
the construction ofa large building, a block of stone, orany other 
heavy mass of matter, might be raised and lowered into the ex- 
act place prepared for its reception, as the machinery admits of 
giving to the body moved either a perpendicular or horizontal 
direction. The fire is so constructed that all the caloric gene- 
rated is expended under the boiler; hence the consumption of 
fuelis very trifling, and the fire itself is so securcly guarded as 
to admit but of littl or no chance of danger on thataccount. In 
the loading or unloading of vessels, the engine might be placed 
either on a quay or the deck of a ship with the greatest facility. 
The adaptation of steam power to these purposes, and others 
to which the engines we are speaking of night be applied, is 
second only to the self-moving power already given in these 
hachines. { Liverpool Standard. 

The steamboats for New York now leave Providence 
at4, P.M. The passengers leave Boston after the bu- 
siness hours are over, so that now the passage is made 
both ways in such a manner as not to destroy any day. 
A traveller leaves New York at 4, P. M. arrives in Bos- 
ton at 10 or 11 next morning, leaves there at 2 P. M. 
and arrives here at 8 or 9, A. M. of the next day. 

It is said that the sum of twenty-five thousand dollars 
has been charged by Mr. Livingston, for the manage- 
ment of the great case between the United States and the 
ily of New Orleans, by which the latter gained one mil- 
lion of dollars. 

Voir L.—Sie. 9. 








Sinee the opening of the Chesapeake and Ohio canal, 
the tolls are said to have averaged 800 dollars per day. 
In the week ending the 7th inst. 8,106 bbls. of flour de- 
scended the canal. 

The winter! We believe that the Hudson has been, 
by this time, released from its ‘icy chains,” and is now 
open to Albany. Steam vessels are passing to and from 
Albany to New York. ‘The water is to be let into the 
canals to-morrow, the 17th April. 

The Fredonia (N. Y.) Censor, of a late date, sa¥si—- 
*"Llere is now more ice in the Jake than has been known, 
at this season, for twenty years. ‘The upper end of Lake 
Evie, ordinarily navigable in March, is now entirely 
closed,” 

‘The N. H. Courier, published in Concord gives the 
following account of the prolongation of winter, in that 
quarter:— 

“At the close of March, the snow is not only two feet deep, 
but it is as solid as ice, and the Merrimack is passable on the ice 
for sleighs and teams, the snow being about as thick On the ice 
as itis onthe land. We learn that in many parts of the state, 
vreal want of hay, and the dying of almost whole stocks of eat- 
le, attend the Winding up of winter, It is now going on five 
months since the suow first covered the ground, and we have 
had constant and pretty good sleighing all the time. Sucha 
Winter az the past, or—perhaps we should say present—has no 
nan living among us ever betore seen, and the iike he probably 
never will see again.”? 

In “old fashioned’? winter. The following account of two 
‘old fashioned snow storms,’?? Which occurred in 1717, is taken 
from Alonzo Lewis’s history of Lyun, Massachusetts, 

*'T'wo great storms on the 20th and 24th of February, covered 
the ground so deep with snow, that people could not for some 
days pass from one house to another. Old Indians of an bun- 
dred years said their fathers had never told then of such a snow, 
It was from 10 to 20 feet deep, and generally covered the lower 
story of the houses. Cottages of one story were entirely buried, 
so thatthe people dug paths trom one house to another under 
the snow. Soon after asheht rain fell, and the frost crusted 
the snow, and then the people went out of their chamber win- 
dows and walked over it. Many of the farmers lost their 
sheep; und most of the sheep and swine that were saved, lived 
from one to two weeks without food. One man had some hens 
buried near his barn, which were dug out alive eleven days af- 
ter. During this snow a great many deer came fromthe woods 
for food, and were followed by the wolves, which killed many 
ofthem. Others were killed by the people with guns. Some 
of the deer fled to Nahant, and being chased by the wolves 
leaped into the sea and were drowned. Great damage was 
done to the orchards, by the snow freezing to branches and 
splitting the trees as it fell. This snow formed a remarkable 
era in New England; and old people in relating an event, would 
say it happened so many years before or alter the great snow.?? 

And so it is—in many other places; and with us at 
Baltimore, the wind, waether it blows from any quar- 
ter, (except the south) if it blows freshly, is damp and 
raw and cold. 


' 


An immense emigration is expected at New York, in 
the present season—especially of mechanics to rebuild 
the burnt part of the city, with 40,000 Lrish Jaborers! 





‘‘Money MATTERS.”? ‘The bank of Washtenaw, (Mi- 
chigan), has issued the following notice— 
Bank of Washtenaw, Ann-Arlor, Murch 24, 1836, 
An unexpected and continued run upon this bank, caused 
by unfounded rumors, having made it necessary to suspend 
payment fora short time, the directors cousider it a duty to 
caution the holders of Washtenaw notes against making any 
sacrifices upon them, as the bank has available means to 
the amount of $30,000, beyond its circulation, and will soon 
resume payment. Persons having notes in the bank are re- 
quested to pay immediately, and interest will be refunded on 
the notes not due. 
By order of the board of directors. 
Davip PaGeE, president, 
3. W. Moraan, cashier. 


The Mew York Evening Star says— 
That the money market in that city continues very tight 
and that stocks are going down, 
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Again— 

Money now is worth twelve per cent. per annum, on un- 
doubted security. 

The Charleston Couricr says— 

We learn thata letter received by the last mails from Mobile, 
mentions that Operations in cottons had been momentarily sus- 
pended, in consequence of a run upon the banks for specie, and 
that some sales had been subsequently made, at a reduction of 
from oue to two cents per Ib. 

Bicknell’s Reporter repeats that the pressure in the 
Philadelphia money market is gradually passing away, 
but that no important or very perceptible relief will be 
experienced until the government determines the appro- 
priation of the surplus revenue. or the last two months 
money in Philadelphia has readily commanded from one 
to two per cent. a month, with stock as sccurity, 

The editor of the Nashville Transcript, bears the fol- 
lowing testimony of the upright and impartial conduct of 
the managers of the United States bank, which, we be- 
lieve, will be responded to from every part of the coun- 
try where ‘‘the monster” has transacted business: 

“As a commercial agent much has been said against the 
bank; but we do not remember to have seen or heard that any 
chamber of commerce, or any respectable merchant, or any 
body of merchants, at any of the places where it had offices, 
has ever exhibited any public charges against its administia- 
lion, Or privately complained of its partiality or malevoleuce.? 





Banks, PAPER, AND MONEY. Brief and desultory re- 
marks, Money scems to be very ‘‘scarce’’—see the pre- 
ceding articles—though paper ought to be plentiful; see- 
ing that in the last six or eight months, there have been 
incorporated in the United States considerably more than 
Jifty millions of banking capital, and we have nearly 35 
millions of ‘‘surplus” money in the ‘‘deposite banks.” 
Some suppose that the latter is the chief cause why money 
is *fsearce”’—it is, assuredly, disadvantageous; and, being 
undetermined how it shall be distributed, the deposite 
banks hold back, in expectation of calls to be made upon 
them for payment. Others suppose that the banks care 
litde about that, aud say the government MUST accom- 
modate them, and give them ¢t¢me to refund the public 
moneys deposited; which is pretty nearly equal in amount 
to all the specie in the United States! and, it is certain, 
that they cannot pay up, without many ‘‘days of grace.” 

Another class of persons, attribute the ‘‘scareitv of 
money” to the manufacture of new banks; in which a- 
ryland has treely dipped “her fingers into the pye?”—or 
rather, in printers’ phrase, ‘fi;” thatis, types thrown into 
a confused, or ‘‘heels over head” condition. It isa ‘‘sin 
against light and knowledge” and the end must be calami- 
tous. We have made some 12 or 15 new banks, of 
millions in paper capital, without adding, perhaps, one 
cent to the real capital of the state! And so it is elsewhere 
—and especially in the south west. It is apprehended that 
a scene of disorder and confusion, unparalleled except in 
1819-20, must ensue; when millions on millions of pro- 
perty, honestly acquired by the labor of years, will be 
sacrificed to drokerage, discount and exchange. It is 
certain, that the ‘‘exchange-brokers,” or shavers of 
bank notes, are mightily pleased with the **prospects be- 
fore them!” They have good reason to rejoice, and to 
be ‘‘exceeding glad!” For, like **mother Carey’s chick- 
ens”’ they delight in a storm. They perceive the storm 
that is coming—and are strapping their razors for deep 
cuttings of notes; as the wild boar did his tusks! They, 
only, are pleased with the embarrassment and breaking 
of banks! ‘‘/iistory is philosophy, teaching by example.” 
‘What has been may be.”” And many must bend and 
break, too, by the tempest of paper-money that will 
sweep our country before long. All forced circulations 
must fail; and there is atime when ‘‘accommodations” 
will be difficult to obtain. 

The responsibilities of banks in the United States are 
six or cight times greater than their means, though all 
the specie in the land were gathered into their vaults— 
and there must be a “‘seramble” for it! That ‘*/ame 
ducks” will be made, and in great quantities, we have no 
manner of doubt. The people must pay for the ex- 
eesses of their rulers, 

And further, a bill has just passed the house of repre- 
sentatives of the United States—and will pass the senate, 














also—It is intended to deprive the new bank of Peny- 
sylvania of the general currency that belonged to the 
late bank of the United States, to Siquidate balances 
and settle claims—not because the solvency of the jp. 
stitution is *‘questioned,” but, apparently, only to en. 
barrass the winding-up operations of the old bank; and, 
if it succeeds in that, it may serve to dispose of some 
millions of the public funds—seeing that the people 
are holders of one-seventh of all its stock! It will be 
like a man’s ‘‘eutting off his own nose to spite his face,” 
But it will not succeed; though it may mightily increase 
the public difficulties, about money. ‘The bank can 
and will sustain itself, nobly. One of the ablest of finan- 
ciers is atits head—who has ‘‘counted the cost” of a]] 
things pertaining to it, and stands ready for the issue~ 
saying, ‘‘let the naRvesT fend off!” but by the people, 
hastily deprived of the use of that currency, (the best 
that the world ever witnessed), the additional pressure 
will be hard to bear! It may force the bank to withdraw 
several, some eight or ten millions, of their present cir- 
culation and ‘‘accommodations’—-which in the present 
state of things, will not be pleasant! It is about equal to 
all the specie in all the deposite banks—and then, ‘‘save 
himself who can” will be ‘tin order;” the productive in- 
dustry of the country be suddenly paralized, and wail- 
ing abound in those walks that lately abounded with joy, 
and the glad hum of honorable industry will be succeeded 
by unavailing regrets. We do not see any necessity, for 
thus further deranging the curreney. ‘The bank, asa 
national institution, has ccased—it hus been ‘kilt; why 
not suffer it to wind up its affairs and die in a natural 
way—as it must in less than two years? why attempt to 
force it intoa “flurry” as the whalemen say, and over- 
whelm thousands in its struggles—when it would retire 
peaceably and passively, at—the end of its time? For 
this bank, like all others, will rely on its own means cf 
defence—and use them for self-preservetion. It is the 
first law of nature to resist foree—and its power is still 
formidable! It is not a Stdead Piercy”’—to be stabbed at 
by Fallstuffs. The bank now pays out only its notes, 
redeemable in Philadelphia—it is ealling in the rest; and, 
if left quict, all others will soon disappear-—disappear 
faster than most persons ean wish that they should; and 
discounts on bank notes are severely advanced. 

The unbounded extent of credit which we have latter- 
ly had, has arisen from the fact that their was no demand 
for specie. [t remained in the banks, only as_ ballast 
stones in the hold of a ship, But, let the exchange on 
England advance ove or two per cent. and eleven-twelfilis 
of all our banks will be deprived of their means of ‘‘ac- 
commodation”’—being, also, hard put to it to save them- 
selves! A general war in Europe will bring about this 
state of things—and we shall have to go over all our old 
troubles again. Our newspapers will be again filled with 
sheriffs’ advertisements of the sale of property, as they 
were in 1819-20. 

The peace of Europe, together with our own prosperity, 
have kept things ‘‘steady.”” Many nations are ‘‘flourish- 
ing,” and so are we. England, with whom we have the 
most intimate connection, is eminently so—business aud 
money are abundant in that country. They areas without 
end! And so it has been with us. The general busines’ 
of our manufacturing establishments, promoted and im- 
pelled by the tariff laid for their protection and encour- 
agement, have given them great force, and the products 
of our cotton fields furnish a large surplus for expor- 
tation. The probable value of all things produced by 
the people of the U. States have been 1,500,000,000 dol- 
lars; and now, at the present high prices, will give 4 
creation of 1,800,000,000 millions* per annum, But a 
shock may easily be given to this immense production ot 
value. It is a subject not to be thought of without great 
attention and much caution and care; for notwithstanding 
this large amount of production, our imports are not les- 
sened—the ability to buy being always accompanied by 
a desire to possess; as is clearly shown in cases that we 
have frequently stated, that at a well conducted cotton 
manufacturing establishment more silks and other jo 





*Colquhoun estimated the ‘‘new property,’? as he ealled it, 
annually created in Great Britain and Ireland, at 430,521 ,3¢2 
pounds sterling, in 1812—say 2,000 millions of dollars; our erti- 
mate then, for the present time, must be a very moderate OBE) 
for the United States. 
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an agricultural population—for the means to purchase 
are more easily or conveniently afforded to the former. 

This great production, (a considerable part of which 
is annually addea@ to the capital of a country), has been 
the cause of the great advancements in wealth in Eng- 
land and the United States; and it will go on, geometri- 
cally, (as long as the world remains at peace), unless there 
is too much ‘tinkering with the currency.” A child may 
sct fire toa city, that it will require thousands of men to 
extinguish, 

It is not of physical wonders, alone, that the great 
west is productive. ‘There is a kind of indigenous fe- 
rocity in some of the people of that country which is as 
peculiar as the fertility of the soil, the immense size and 
yolume of the rivers, and the vast prairies, which dis- 
tinguish it from other regions. <A singular instanee of 
this spirit is now before us. Inthe iown of Dubuque, 
[linois, some three or four weeks ago, Henry L. MJas- 
sey had an encounter with an old gentleman named Smith, 
whom he shot with a pistol. About two weeks after, 
Miss .Massey, a sister of the first named homicide, shot 
William Smith, son of the deceased. The feud, no doubt, 
will be kept up, men, women and children mingling in 
the melee, until the hostile clans have been all, in 
western pharse, ‘fused up.” 

The Pittsburgh Gazette states that the steamboat Mo- 
ravian left that place a few days ago with the largest 
cargo ever carried from it. A large part of it consisted of 
pine boards, planed, tongued and groved, which had been 
brought down the Alleghany river from the state of 
New York, and were destined for the Llinois river, six- 
teen hundred miles off! 

The “marble palace,” the bank of the United States, 
Chesnut street, Philadelphia, has been publicly sold for 


588,000 dollars, to Thomas P. Cope, esq. for the use of | 


the stockholdcrs of the United States bank of Pennsyl- 
vania. “lhe biddings for it were spirited, It is a splen- 
did property. 

The election for charter offices of the city of New 
York came on, on ‘Tuesday. i 
been a great deal of confusion among the “democrats.” 
Result not known. ‘The election lasts three days. 


Connecticut. The late election in this state has re- 


sulted in the complete success of the Jackson party. | 
For governor—Ed wards (Jackson) 20,107; for ‘Fomlinson | 


(whig) 17,269. For the senate, 17 Jackson and 4 whig. 
for the liouse, 135 Jackson and 73 whig. 





Vircinta. There are about 100 eounties in Virginia 
—returns have been received from twenty-three, only. In 


these there have been elected 17 whigs, and 13 adminis- | 


tration; giving a nett gain of two to the former. The 
election will, probably, be closely contested. 

Attempts to fire the city of Boston continue to be 
made, —_ 

Great riots have happened in Philadelphia—caused by 
the sale of a part of a grave yard, on Arch street, and a 
removal of ‘‘dead men’s bones,” from the premises. 

A high excitement exists at New York, on account of 
the murder of an exceedingly fair and highly aecom- 
nlished Cyprian, and a firing of the house to conceal the 
offence, supposed to have been committed by the keeper 
of the girl—a young man of about 20 years old. 


A base attempt at fraud in the packing of six bales of | 


cotton was recently exposed at Nashville. “The unusual 
weight of the bales created a suspicion in regard to them, 
and on opening them they were found to contain about 
1,200 pounds of stones, oak logs, &e. The good cotton 
in the bales sold for only $37 25. 

This is something worse than—** wooden nutmegs!” 


lt appears by a recent treasury statement, that the dif- 


ference in the dutics on Frenely wines and silks stipulat- 


There appears to have | 


ed for in the treaty of indemnification has already amount-! 
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reign goods are disposed of than to double the amount of | ed to six millions of dollars, ‘The last instalment of her 


debt is not dué yet. 
y —_———9 

Earnruqvuakr ar Amnoyna. We are indebted to 
capt. Farber, of the ship Mary, from Canton, for the 
Java Courant of Dee. 30th. It contains some particulars 
of a dreadful earthquake which took place at Amboyna, 
and the neighboring islands, on the first of November. 
At Amboyna the principal shock continued 35 seconds. 
A great many buildings were destroyed or injured, and 
many lives were lost. Fifty-eight, men, women and 
children, were killed by the falling of a building inside 
of Fort Victoria. [W. ¥. Jour. Com. 

Taglioni, the celebrated danseuse, who has turned the 
heads of all the Parisians, and of every body else who 
ever saw her, is about to pay a professional visit to Lon- 
don. Her history is nearly akin to that of almost every 
distinguished actress. She accumulated an immense 
fortune by her profession; was courtec, caressed and 
flattered as though she were a divinity; and at length, 
being ambitious of tides, married a profligate nobleman, 
who gambled away all her earnings. In this dilemma 
she is obliged to commence the world anew, and have 
recourse, once more, to heels for her a livelihood. 





——- 





Riors at QurBpec. Mention has been made of seri- 
ous disturbances which took place at Quebee on Wed- 
nesday, March 23d, between the Canadian population 
on the one part, aud the English and Irish on the other, 
at the close of an election. Many persons were severe- 
| ly injured in the conflict, but no lives lost. On Saturday 

night, March 26, the riots were renewed, and resulted, 
as might be expected, in a new supply of broken heads. 
‘Two persons, it was feared, were mortally wounded. 

This riot, (says a Quebce paper), was caused by the 
advance of a Canadian mob from St. Rocl’s and St. 
John’s suburbs, with an effigy of Dr. Painchaud, swung 
on a ladder, and drawn to be burnt. This mob was 
armed, as usual, and in the most eruel and cowardly 
|Mnanner, assailed every individual not of their “origin” 
| whom they met. ‘Phe partizans of Mr. Stuart, who had 
| nearly all dispersed, hearing of these outrages, began to 
| reassemble, and about eight o’clock a party of 80 to 40 
individuals armed with sticks, sallied out, and when 
hear Mr. Robertson’s grocery store, attacked the pro- 
‘cession. In a few minutes, Mr. Robertson’s windows 
were smashed, and several persons severely beaten. At 
| other spots the parties met; and the house opposite to 
Mr. Robertson’s occupied by Mr. Gouthier, advocate, 
up stairs, also received trifling damage. 

Hagan’s and Cotrel’s house, in St. John’s, suburbs were 
also attacked and damaged. 

The following are afew items from the statistics of 
Lowell, Mass. 

Nine principal establishments, total capital.........$7,650,000 
Capital of locks and canals........ oh R 600,000 
Number of mills (exclusive of print works)........... 27 
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| MNEs cedune deceees Oaned C8eb60 02 EsR ONS. 00608004900 4,197 
| Females employed....... eevee kapnanin pavaned eeees 5,416 
| Mates Dk. 606 c00000 4436.40046800c060000400868 1,377 
| Yards cloth made per week......... 900s eens saneece +, ane 
| Bales cotion used Ge ahaneaecnasbese seasepens ° 732 
| Pounds cotton wronght do. ....... ‘ aeec0eccacees ST 
| Yards dved and printed do. ......... seese eo cvcccses 233.009 
| Tous of anthracite coal used per annuin.....eeeee eee 9,453 
| Cords of wood used i = -whiencs ease se 4.69) 
| Gallons of oil a £  #£é-ensanseaneee 04.824 
Yards cloth made CR «—i“‘éCehwe nave wecs 14.163,600 
| Pounds cotton consumed Gm Seewatesuses 13 679 600 
| Pounds of stareh Oh $6066080b -» 910.009 
Bhs. flourand stareh my  §=—s«s ened b cbsaen 3.800 
Bushels chareoal do, sbeccecescoe, Sane 
Pounds wool by one company, per annum...... .... 600,000 
No. teazels by Or  _Naeeddben secs tisedivesa 3,069,000 
The kind of goods manufactured in the nine principal esta- 
blishments are, nachinery of all sorts, prints, sheetings, Cril- 





lings, carpets, rugs, negro cloth, broadcloths and enssimercs.—~ 
The locks and canal machine shop ean furnish machinery cot 
plete for amill af 5 000 <nindles in four oronths Atthe cat 

i ofthe **atati ties? two rey mit! " ' . to onernl 


and tao are te 


In addition to the above, are extensive powder mulls, the 
Lowell bleachery, flannel mills, card and whip factory, planing 
machine, reed machine, grist and saw mills, glass works, fur- 
nace fer castings and worsted mill, the Jatter operating 1,200 
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spindles, and consuming 1,000,000 Ibs. wool, and 11,250 gallons 


ou, per annuum. 





SILK MANUFACTURE IN France. The amountof manufac- 
tured silk expurted from France during the year 1835, is al- 
mostincredible. From authentic statements itappears to have 
been the enormous sum of $22,706,000 and that one-third of 
this amount was brought to the United States. Had the peo- 
ple growed the raw materials on their farms and manufactured 
itt their families and factories, the very considerable sum of 
$7,566,666 would have been saved the past year; besides giving 
employment to thousands who have consumed their time in 
idleness and poverty. [Sil Cullurist. 

MeNAt Bringer. In that wonderful structure, the Menai sus- 
pension bridge, the effect of the expansion and contraction of 
the chains, by heat and cold, iz ingeniously provided for, by 
passing the chains over rollers placed upon the top of the towers 
over Which they were slung. In 1830, when the mercury was 
18 degrees below the freezing point, it was found that the 
bridge, which weighed more than twenty thousand tons, had 
risen six inches anda half above its level, and the extremes 
between its relaxing on the hottest and its contraction on the 
coldest day, are more than a foot. 

Srecte. There has been exported from this port, from March 
Ist to 26th— 

En silver COI. ... ccc cece cece ec cece cece cece S207, 608 

Tun Old COINS... ..cccccccccccccccccccececs 27,008 








Total 
Imported in the same time— 
Bed BUVET. occ cccccccccccccccvcccsecccses cece CUS 
Um GOld.....c ccc crecccvccccccccvececcsceee ee lO Old 





18,821 
Balance exported more than imported $216,295 
Considering the small amount of specie in the city, the ex- 

porting of this quantity has no doubt seriously affected the mo- 

ney market, and will no doubt serve as a warning against 
increasing the credit currency, by increasing the bank capital, 

To augment banking capital tends to drive specie abroad. 

{ Boston Morning Post. 





Tue Lanp pitts. The New York Commercial says 
that the great point of disagreement between Mr. Clay’s 
Jand bill and Mr. Walker’s, is briefly this: Mr. Clay 
wished to distribute the proceeds of the public domain 
rateably, according to population, among all the states; 
the old, by whose toil and blood and treasure it was won, 
as well as the new, within whose boundaries it lies; but 
the new states claim the whole—and, the present indica- 
tions are, that they will get it. 

[The public lands, as a general fund, will be wasted, 
and lost forever to the old states—unless there is some 
just and speedy settlement, as to the distribution of their 
proceeds. | 

EXAMINATION OF MIDSHIPMEN. A board of naval officers 
has been ordered to assemble at Baltimore, on Monday, 16th 
day of May ensuing, for the examination of all midshipmen, 
whose warrants bear date prior to Ist January, 1831. 

This board willbe composed of commodore James Biddle, 
as president, and captains H. E. Ballard, J. B. Nicholson, A, 
Claxton and [,. Kearney, members. 

The mathematical examiners are professors E. C. Ward and 
P. J. Rodrigues. [Army and Navy Chronicle. 

From the Pittsburgh Gazette, April 6. Worthy of notice.— 
We have just been informed that Messrs. Irwin, Casset & Co. 
of this city, have received a lotof merchandise from New York, 
destined for Chicago, at the south end of Lake Michigan, 
Their instructions are, to send it to Heanepin, on the [limois 
river, whence the goods will be transported to Chicago, and 
probably most of them sold before the harbor at Buffalo is free 
of ice. 

AFFECTION FORA MOTHER. The following beantiful passage, 
as true as itis beauttul, is from Mr. James’ last novel, ‘The 
Gipsey:” 

“Round the idea of one’s mother the mind of a man clings 
with a fond affection. [tis the first deep thought stamped upon 
our infant heart when yet soft and capable of receiving the 
most profound impressions, and all the after feelings of the 
world are more or less jight in comparison. I do not know 
that even in our old age we do not look back to that feeling as 
the sweetest we have through life. Our passions and our wil- 
fulness may lead us far from the object of our filial love, we learn 
to pain her heart, to oppose her wishes, to violate her com- 
mands, we may become wild, headstrong, and angry at her 
coungels or opposition; but when death has stilled her monitory 
voice, and nothing but calm memory remains to recapitulate 
her virtues and good deeds, affection, like a flower beaten to 


the ground by a past stor, tatses up ber head and stniles | 


amongst ler tears. 
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clings with fond affection: and even when the earlier period o¢ 
our joss forces memory to be silent, faney takes the place of 
remembrance, and twines the image of our dead parent w)i), 
a garland of graces and beauties aud virtues, which we dou; 
not that she possesses.’? 

Current through the straits of Gibraltar. A writer in the 
Nantucket Magazine for September, explains thus the currey; 
which sets constantly from the Atlantic to the Mediterranea) 
through the straits of Gibraltar. The specific gravity of the 
waters of the Mediterranean has been ascertained to be 1,030; 
while that of the Atlantic is but 1,028. ‘The depth betweey 
Ceuta European point is 4,200 feet. A column of water of the 
specific gravity of 1,030, and of the height of 4,200 feet would 
balance one of the specific gravity of 1,028, and of the height of 
4,208. Tbe difference of level of the two seas, if'a barrier were 
placed across the surface and equilibrium produced pressure oy 
the water below, would be 84 feet. The waters of the Atlantic 
tend to press in, therefore, at the surface, whilst the denser 
waters of the Mediterranean flow out at the bottom. Obserya- 
tions in proof of such an under-current have been made. 

{[ Jour. Frank. Inst, 
BO Otero 
TWENTY-FOURTH CONGRESS—FIRST SESSION, 
SENATE. 

April 8. A message was received from the president of the 
United States, enclosing reports from the secretary of war aud 
the secretary of the navy, in reply to a resolution of the senate 
calling for estimates of the amount necessary to put the land 
and naval defences of the country upon a proper footing of 
strength and respectability; which reports were referred to the 
committees Which have those subjects in charge. 

Ordered to be printed, &c. 

Mr. Hubbard presented resolutions of the legislature of New 
Hampshire, instructing the senators from that state to vote in 
favor of the expunging resolution; which were laid on the table, 

The senate then proceeded to consider the bill to grant to 
the state of Missouri certain lands for the purpose of internal 
improvement. 

Mr. Walker moved to amend the bill by introducing an equal 
grant of 500,000 acres for the state of Mississippi. 

On this question he asked for the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered. 

Mr. Nicholas moved to amend the bill by introducing a simi 
lar grant for Louisiana. 

This amendment was accepted by Mr, Walker as a modifica 
tion of his motion. 

Mr. King, of Alabama, moved a similar amendment as re- 
gards Alabama, Indiana and [llinois; which was also accepted 
by Mr. Walker. 

Mr. King, of Georgia, moved a similar amendment, so as to 
include the state of Georgia. 

Mr. Clay moved the indefinite postponement of the bill. 

Mr. Walker asked for the yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

After some observations from Messrs. Benton, Ewing aud 
Walker, 

Mr. Calhoun moved that the bill be laid on the table; and 
the yeas and nays being ordered, it was decided as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Brown, Calhoun, Clay, Crittenden, Cuth- 
bert, Davis, Ewing, of Ohio, Goldsborough, Grundy, Hendricks, 
Hill, Hubbard, Kent, King, of Alabama, King, of Geo. Knight, 
McKean, Naudain, Niles, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, Shepley, 
Swift, Tomlinson, White—26. 

NAYS—Messts. Benton, Black, Linn, Nicholas, Porter, Ro- 
binson, Ruggles, Walker—8&. 

So the bill was ordered to lie on the table. . 

On motion of Mr. White, the senate procedeed to the cons- 
deration of executive business. 

After sitting some lime, the doors were opened, and the se- 
nate adjourned to Monday. 

Aprii ll. Mr. Naudain presented certain resolutious passed 
by the legislature of Delaware, instructing their senators (0 
vole against the expunging resolution; which were laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Davis, from the committee on commerce, reported a bill 
to suspend so much of the act imposing discriminating duties 
as applies to the Portuguese islands, and to reduce the duties, 
on wines. 

Mr. Davis made a motion that the bill should be passed 
through its first and second reading at this time, giving as Ue 
reason which operated on bim to submit the proposition the 
fact that it was extremely desirable to cherish the trade wit! 
Portugal, who took from us a large quantity of our lumber; 
staves, fizh. cotton, flourand tobacco. The president had beet! 








urged to avolish the discriminating duties in this case, bY 


' proclamation, and thus to put our trade with Portugal on the 


same footing with that of Great Britain; and this arzangemen! 


| with Portugal ought to have been made long ago. The duties 


on wines might be diminished one-half without producing any 
injury to the revenue, any encroachment on the principles 
the compromise act, or any discouragement to our industry: 
It was unanimously recommended by the committee, and he 
hoped would be unanimously agreed to by the senate. = 

The bill was read a first time, and considered as in committee 
of the whole; when 

On motion of Mr. Knight, the bill was so amended as 0 
make the reduction take date from and after the 30th day"! 


Round the idea, as we have satd, tLe mind?! June,” instead ef “1st day of July.”? 
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The bill was then ordered to be engrossed fora third reading. 

The joint resolution authorising the application of an unex- 

ended balance of the suim appropriated for the construction of 
the Potomac bridge to the paving of Maryland avenuc, was 
read a third time, and passed. 

The senate proceeded to consider the amendments made by 
the house of representatives to the bill to establish a territorial 
evernment in Wisconsin. 

Mr. Crittenden moved to disagree to the first amendment of 
the house, Which reduces the salary of the governor, and, after 
some brief remarks from Messrs. Clayton, King, of Alabama, 
Grundy and Benton the motion was agreed to—yeas 18, nays 

l. 

The other amendments to the bill were concurred in. 

The senate then proceeded to consider the special order, 
being the bill prohibiting deputy postmasters from receiving or 
trransinitting through the mail, to any state, territory or dis- 
trict, certain papers therein mentioned, the circulation of which, 
by the laws of said state, territory or district, may be prohibit- 
ed, and for other purposes. 

After Mr. King, of Geo. had speken in favor of the bill—it 
was laid on the table until to-morrow. 

The remainder of this day’s session was spent on the bill to 
provide for the mode of paying pensioners. 

April 12. Mr. Clay rose to present several petitions which 
had come into his hands. They were signed by citizens of 
Philadelphia, many of whom were known to be of the first re- 
spectability, and the others were, no doubt, entitled to the 
highest consideration. The petitions were directed against the 
admission of Arkansas into the union, while there was.a clause 
in her constitution prohibiting any future legislation for the 
abolition of slavery within her limits. He had feit consider- 
able doubt as to the proper disposition which he should make 
of these petitions, while he wished to acquit himself of the 
duty entrusted to him. The bill for the admission of Arkansas 
had passed the senate, and gone to the other house. [t was 
possible that it would be returned from that branch with an 
amendment, which would bring this subject into consideration. 
He wished the petitioners had selected some other organ. He 
did not concur in the prayer of the petitioners. He thought 
that Arkansas, and another state or territory south of 40 de- 
grees, had the entire right, according to the compromise made 
on the Missouri question, to frame its constitution, in reference 
to slavery, as it might think proper. He adhered to the opi- 
nions On this point which he heid on a former memorable oc- 
easion, Which would be in the recollection of senators. He 
would only ask that one of these memorials be read, and that 
the whole of them should then be laid on the table, 

Mr. King, of Alabama, expressed his regret that the senator 
from Kentucky had introduced these petitions while a bill was 
pending in the other branch, in the progress of which it was 
probable that this question would be stirred. [f the presentation 
of these petitions should bring up again the agitation which 
was produced by the discussion of the Missouri question, it 
would be difficult to predict the consequences which might 
ensue. When the Missouri question was under consideration 
he acted with the senator from Kentucky, and agreed to give 
up certain rights of the new states for the purpose of concilia- 
tion. But he would now say that never again would he give 
up any thing for the purpose of econciiliating another quarter of 
the country. He repeated his astonishment and concern that 
the senator from Kentucky should have brought forward the 
petitions. 

Mr. Clay said he felt unaffected surprise at the expression of 
regret contained in the language of the senator from Alabama as 
{othe presentation of these petitions. I (said Mr. Clay) fect 
no regret. The subject of these petitions I do not approve, and 
istated my disapprobation. [ should have been happy had the 
petitioners chosen another organ. fT stated further that my 
6pinions were unchanged. But these petitions have been com- 
mitted to my care. In presenting them | only performed a 
duty—a duty, in reference to petitions, of a constitutional, 
almost a sacred character. T have presented the petitions, but 
{have asked for no other action on them than the mere laying 
of them on the table, although I might have done so, as the bill 
is yet before the other branch. It is highly competent to the 
legislative authority to pass another bill to control this clause 
in the constitution of Arkansas. {f have asked no such thing. 
If the question should be stirred in the other branch, as seems 
to be apprehended hy the senator from Alabama, it is better 
that the petitions are presented here. Here they are. I have 
merely performed a duty in presenting them; yet Lam chided, 
chided at least in tone, by the senator from Alabama for having 
done so. Sure I am sir, that in this tone of chiding there is not 
another senator on this floor who will participate. 

As to the principle of compromise, (Mr. C. continued), there 
Were several epochs from which gentlemen might take their 
start. The adoption of the constitution was a compromise; the 
settlement of the Missouri question was the second epoch; the 
adjustment of the tariff was the third. The principle illustrat- 
ed in all these great eases it was highly desirable should be 
earried out. These persons who now come before congress 
think it hard that they should be excluded from any participa- 
tion in the soil south of 40 degrees which was won by the aid 
Of their treasure and their valor. Perhaps the hardship was 
equally severe on those whose habits have rendered them fami- 
liar with slavery, that they are virtually excluded from a resi- 
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dence in any of the states north of the line of forty. He con- 
cluded with saying, that he had defended the principle of com- 
promise in the Missouri question with as much zeal, if not as 
much ability, as the senator from Alabama. 

The petitions were then laid on the table. 

Mr. Kent presented resolutions of the legislatare of Mary- 
land, instructing the senators to vote for a distribution of the 
proceeds of the public lands. 

Mr. Goldsborough presented resolutions from the same legis- 
lature, against the expunging resolution. 

After other business of a preliminary character— 

The senate proceeded to consider the bill concerning incen- 
diary publications; when 

Mr. Calsoun addressed the senate in reply to the objections 
which had been made to the bill. 

Mr. Davis then answered the observations of the senator 
from South Carolina. After he had concluded, 

On moon of Mr. Brown, the bill was laid on the table, and 
the senate proceeded to the consideration of executive business. 

After remaining a short time with the doors closed, 

The senate adjourned. 

April13. Mr. Kent presented a memorial of the general as- 
semdy of Maryland, praying congress to cause a survey of the 
Chesapeake bay. 

Mr. Calhoun offered the following, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be directed to 
report lo the senate, with as litthe delay as possible, the amount 
of money in the treasury on the lst of Apnil, where deposited, 
and the amount of liabilities of the several banka, respectively, 
and their means of meeting the same, and also the receipts of 
the treasury for the quarter ending 3lst March, arrauged under 
the heads of customs, public lands aud incidental receipts. 

On motion of Mr. Calhoun, the bill relating to incendiary 
publications was taken up. 

Mr. Benton said he desired to say something on the subject 
of the bill, which he thought went too far, though he was will- 
ingtogoagreat length. Ue asked for time to consider it, and 
moved to lay it on the table, but withdrew his motion, and 

Mr. Niles offered a substitute or amendinent—which was de- 
bated atlength. ‘The bill was laid on the table, to be taken up 
on Monday. 

HOUSE OF REYRESENTATIVES. 

Friday, April 8. Several motions to suspend the rules to of- 
fer certain resolutions, were negatived. 

On motion of Mr. May, the house proceeded to the consi- 
deration of the bill to establish the territorial government of 
Wisconsin. 

A long debate followed, The bill was read a third time and 
passed. 

Mr. Whittlesey then called for the orders of the day. 

Mr. Robertson offered a series of retrenchment resolutions, 
as to the expenditures of the several departinents, but the house 
refused to suspend the rules. 

Private bills were then taken up and occupied the remainder 
of the day. 

Saturday, April 9, was chiefly epent on private bills, and 
many of them were disposed of. 

Monday, April 11. The resolutions from the legislature of 
Kentucky, directing the senators and requesting the represen- 
tatives of that state to vote fora bill to distribute the revenue 
arising from sates of public lands among the several states, for 
the purposes of internal improvement and education, being first 
in order, Were taken up. 

Mr. Speight moved to postpone the consideration of those re- 
solutions, tor the purpose of receiving petitions and memorials, 
and such resolutions as would uot give rise to debate. 

Mr. Graves said—The distribution of the sales of the public 
lands is asubjectin which every state in this union feels a 
deep interest, and it ought not to be set aside without some 
good reason. The object of the gentleman from North Caroli- 
na, in suspending the consideration of this subject for the pur- 
pose of receiving petitions, may be attained by dispensing with 
the rales to-morrow for that purpose. And he (Mir G.) was un- 
able to account why that gentleman had chosen to make his 
motion to-day, when he knows the effect of it will be to oecu- 
py the very small portion of time allotted by the house to this 
subject, one in which Kentucky has a much greater direct in- 
terest than any other upon which this congress will likely act. 
[ trust, sir, the motion will not prevail. 

The question was then taken on postponing the further con- 
sideration of the Kentucky resolutions, and decided in the af- 
firmative without a count. 

Mr. Jenifer offered to present certain resolutions, passed by 
the legislature of Maryland, protesting against the expunetion 
from the journals of the proceedings of eiuier louse of con- 
gress. 

Mr. Thomas objected to their reception. 

Mr. Jenifer asked that the resolutions be read ard printed; 
to which Mr. J’homas also objected, and protested against the 
expression of the opinion of the legislature being considered the 
sentiments of the people of the state. 

Mr. Jenifer expressed his surprise that any member from 
Maryland should object to the reading or printing of resolutions 
passed by the legislature, and forwarded at their request, by 
the governor of the state, to the representatives here. He 
should have presumed that the resolutions should have been 




















































































118 NILES’ REGISTER—APRIL 16, 1836—ASSEMBLY OF NEW YORK. 














— 


presented, either by his colleague, (Mr. Thomas), or one of the 
representatives from the city of Baltimore, and to have had the 
benefit of their advice as to their proper disposition. He hoped, 
however, that the resolutions might be read, as he perceived a 
desire to suppress them altogether. ‘The resolutions were then 
read, and laid over till Monday next. 

Mr. Chambers, of Pennsylvania, presented a petition from 
the citizens of Beaver county, Pennsylvania, complaining of 
the burden imposed on the navigation of the Ohio river, in the 
collection of toils on the Louisville and Portland canal; and 
that, whilst immense sums of money have been appropriated 
and expended for foreign commerce and on the Atlantic coast, 
but litde bas been done for inland commerce and navigation. 
The petitioners ask congress to make an appropriation to pur- 
chase out the individual stock in the Louisville and Portland 
canal company, and make the navigation of the Ohio river 
free. 

A great many resolutions, chiefly of a local or private nature, 
were submitted. : 

On motion of Mr. Graves, 

Resolved, That the petitions of aundry citizens of the states 
of Kentucky, [linois and Pennsylvania, in favor of the federal 
government’s purchasing up the individual stock in the Louis- 
ville and Portland canal, be referred to the committee on roads 
and canals, with instructions to inquire into the expediency of 
reporting a bill providing for the appropriation of the proceeds 
of the government stock for that purpose. 

On motion of Mr. IW. K. Fuller, 

Resolved, That the committee on military affairs be iustract- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of authorising the secretary 
of war to furnish the state of Kentucky, at the national ex- 
pense, with a supply of arms, ordnance and munitions of war, 
equal to the quantity lately destroyed by the burning of the ar- 
genal in that state. 

Mr. Slade, after stating that he was not present when the 
state of Vermont was called, asked leave to present a petition; 
which was not objected to. 

Mr. Slade then presented a memorial from sundry citizens of 
the city of Philadelphia, remonstrating against the admission of 
Arkansas into the union, with a constitution which sanctions 
the existence of slavery, and prohibits the abolition thereof, 
and called for its reading. 

The reading of the memorial was objected to, and 

The chair stated that the gentleman from Vermont had a 
right to call for its reading. 

' Mr. Hannegan moved to reconsider the assent given by the 
hokse to the presentation of the memorial. 

The chair stated that the motion was in order, 

After some conversation, the house adjourned—The chair 
having decided (from which decision Mr. Slade appealed), the 
house adjourned, at half past three o’clock. 

Tuesday, April 12. Mr. Cambreieng moved to take up the 
bill repealing the 14th section of the act incorporating the sub- 
scribers to the United States bank, which section makes the 
bilis and notes of said bank receivable in payment of all dues 
to'the government of the United States. 

Mr. Dunlap objected. Untit the special order was rescinded, 
he would, he said, oppose any motion to take up any other bu- 
siness than the appropriation bills. 

Mr. Cambreleng siiid it was necessary that the bill should 
pass, for the protection of the interests of the United States. 
He had a letter from the cashier of the branch at Savannah, 
gtating that he was not authorised to redeem the notes pnid by 
that branch, bat that they would be paid in Philadelphia. 

Mr. C. also stated that the new bank of the United States is- 
sued only the notes of the old bank and its branehes, which 
were redeemable only in Philadelphia. 

Ile moved the suspension of the rules for the purpose of 
taking up the bill, and the motion was agreed to. 

After some discussion, and several unsnecessfnl attempts by 
Mr. Peyton to amend the bill by adding to it provisions relating 
to the deposite banks, the bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time and was passed—by means of the previous 
question. 

The house then went into committee of the whole on the 
state of the union, upon the general civil and diplomatic ap- 
propriation bill, the debate on which continued until hatf past 
five o’clock, when the committee rose, and the howse adjourn- 
ed. 

Wednesday, April 13. Mr. Dromgool2 asked the consent of 
the honse to offer a resolution for an inquiry into the manage- 
ment of the deposite banks, as such. 

Mr. Wise objected, and asked leave to give his reasons there- 
for, which was refised, 

Mr. Dromeoole then gave notice that he should renew the 
motion to-morrow, and if objected to, he should move the sus- 
pension of the rules, 

Mr. Wise said he would give the gentleman an opportunity to 
offer his resolutions now. Tte then asked the cansent of the 
house to offer the resolutions on the same ‘subject heretofore 
presented by him. He said his colleague wonld move his reso- 
Jution as ar amendment to this, and on the previous qnes- 
tion, his colleague’s resolution and bis (Mr. W’s.) would be 
cut off. 

Objections being made, Mr. Wise moved the suspension of 
the rules, which was negatived, veas 66, navs &8. 

Mr. Dromgoole having changed his intention to defer till to- 








haga them now. The motion was agreed to, yeas 158, nays 
19. 
Mr. Wise intimated his intention to offer his resolutions as 
an amendment, but it being near one o’clock, he moved to 
suspend the rules so as to continue the consideration. This 
was rejected. 
Other business being attended to— 
The special order was here announced, and the house re- 
solved itself into a committee of the whole on the bill making 
appropriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses for 1836,” 
“The question being on Mr. A. H. Shepard’s motion to sub- 
stitute $17,000 for $25,000, for the contingent expenses of the 
state department, a long debate ensued, not on the motion, but 
relative to the appointment of Messrs. Howard and Rush as 
commissioners to Michigan during the controversy with Ohio— 
to the deposite banks, and R. M. Whitney’s connection there- 
with, &e. 
The principal speakers were Messrs. Wise, Bell, J. ¥. Ma- 
son and 4. H. Shepard. 

THURSDAY'S PROCEEDINGS. 
The National Intelligencer of yesterday, after assigning its 
reasous fora postponement of Thursday’s proceedings, says— 
The following paragraphs, however, embrace the principal 
business transacted in each house yesterday: 
In the senate. after some morning business, the great bill to 
provide for the distribution of the proceeds of the public lands 
among the several states, was taken up, and underwent dis- 
cussion; Which bad not been brought toa close, when, near 
the usual hour of adjournment, the bill was laid upon the table 
until to-day. ‘3 

In the house of representatives, a.ler two or three vain attempts 
to suspend the rules to enable members to make motions—for, 
owing to the gross inconsistency of the rules (as now construed) 
with common sense, it is only by suspending the rules that any 
Original motion can be brought within the rules—the house re- 
sumed the consideration of the annual general appropriation 
bill, and continued engaged in the discussion of it until 6 o%clock, 
Previous to the adjournment, the rules were suspended, which 
assign Friday and Saturday for the consideration of private bills, 
and this bill was accordingly made the special order of the day 
for this day and to-morrow. 

Perhaps, it ought to be mentioned, further, that, by moving an 
amendment to a resolution proposed by another gentleman, 
Mr. Wise succeeded in getting before the house, yesterday, his 
proposition for the appointment of a commitee to investigate 
the nature of the connexion of Mr. R. M. Whitney with tic 
deposiie banks and the treasury, &c. The remarks of Mr. W. 
in support of this gotion were arrested by a motion to proceed 
to the orders of the day, which motion, after the arrival of the 
hour of one o’clock, if carried, puts aside for that day all busi 
ness Which has not entered into the orders of the day. 

ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK. 
FRIDAY, 25TH MARCH. 
Distribution of the avails of the public lands. 

Mr. Bradish rose and said, that he held in his hand a pream- 
ble and resolutions, on a subject of deep interest to the people 
of this state, and the whole country. In calling the attention 
ofthe house at this time, to a subject so important and interest 
ing to the whole people, he trusted he might be permitted thus 
early, to invoke in its consideration the candor and delibera- 
tion, due as well to the nature of the subject, as it would be in 
harmony with our responsibilities as representatives of the peo- 
ple. Ue therefore confidently indulged the hope that in the 
final disposal of this important matter, no other considerations 
than such as commended themselves to the hoase, as members 
of the house, and as eitizens of this state, would have any !- 
fluence. As the resolutions were concurrent, be supposed they 
wonld lie on the table one day of course, 

The preamble and resolutions were then read by the clerk, a3 
follows: 

Whereas, the United States, in entering into “articles of con- 
federation and perpetual union,” encoyntered serious impedi- 
ments, arising from the elaims of several of the states to the 
extensive unoccupied territory within their respective charter 
ed limits; as well as from the views entertained by other states 
in relation to such claims: 

And whereas the congress of the United States, anxious t0 
remove those impediments, did on the 6th day of Septembe!, 
1780, resolve among other things, “that ij be earnestly recon 
mended to those states who have claims to the western coun- 
try, to pass such laws, and give their delegates in congress such 
powers, as may effectnaily remove the only obstacle to a final 
ratification of the artictes of confederation: 

And whereas congress, on the 10th day of October, 1780, and 
before any state had in pursuance of its earnest request, made 
any cession of its territorial claims to the United States, did 
also resolve, ‘that the unappropriated lands that might be ced- 
ed or relinquished to the United States, by any particular state; 


tember, 1780, should be disposed of for the common benefit °! 
the United States, &c.”? and “that the said lands should be 
| granted or settled at such times and under such: regulations 4 
should hereafter be agreed on by the United States in congress 
Assembled or any nine of them:”? 

And whereas several of the states, New York being the first, 
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move the impediments which existed to a cordial union and co- 
operation of all the states in the accomplishment of the great 
objects of the revolation, did, in pursuance of the earnest soli- 
citation of congress, make large cessions of territory of the U. 
States, upon the conditions, and for the uses, declared by con- 
vress in its resolution of the 10th of October, 1780; and which, 
by the express terms of the cession, were to be considered “as 
acommon fund for the use and benefit of such of the United 
States as had become, or should become, members of the con- 
federation or federal alliance of the said states, and were to be 
faithfully disposed of for that purpose, and for no other use or 
purpose whatever;”? and which cessions proceeded not more 
from a spirit et Conciliation than a sense of justice, and were 
induced by the consideration, that as by the united exertions 
and the common blood and treasure of the whole people of the 
U. States, those immense tracis of fertile and valuable lands 
had been wrested from the British crown, so ought they to be 
considered as the common domain, and to enure to the com- 
mon benefit of all. 

And whereas the territory acquired by treaties with France 
and Spain, embracing Louisiana and the Floridas, were paid 
for outof the common treasure of the United States, which had 
peen drawn from the people either by direct or indirect taxa- 
tion, and is, therefore, and of right ought to be, the common 
property of the whole people of the United States, to be held 
and disposed of for their benefit: 

And whereas it appears, from the returns of the treasury de- 
partment that there 1s now in the treasury upwards of thirty 
millions of dollars, of which twenty millions five hundred and 
seventy-one thousand, one hundred and twenty-five dollars 
and seventy-five cents are the proceeds of the sales of the pub- 
lic lands; and that judging of the future by the past, there will 
he in the treasury, on the first day of January next, upwards of 
fifty millions of dollars; and that the average receipts from the 
sales of the public lands for the next years will probably exceed 
ten miftions of dollars annually: 

And whereas, the national debt bas happily been extinguish- 
ed, and it may be confident'y estimated that, alter all proper ex- 
penditures for the ordinary purposes of the government, and for 
putting the nation in an attitude of complete defence, both by 
land and by sea, there will still remain a large surplus, exceed- 
ing the amount of the proceeds of the sales of the public lands 
now in the treasury; 

And whereas, such large accumulations of revenue are not 
only unfavorable to a wise economy in the public expenditures, 
and a pure administration of the government; but are corrupt- 
ing in their tendency, and even dangerous to liberty itself; that 
instead of such dangerous accumulations, a sounder policy 
would suggest, and justice to the people seem to require, that 
fn portion, at least, of their own money, now lying boarded in 
banks, and neither necessary for the uses, nor profitable to the 
finances of the government, should be given back to tie people, 
and be employed for their benefit: 

And whereas, the right of the people to demand a distribution 
of the proceeds of the sales of the public domain, and thus be- 
come relieved and exonerated from burthensome and unneces- 
sary taxation, is unquestionably not in contravention of the 
constitution, inasmuch as the cessions made by the several 
Flaies Were intended and expressly declared to be for the com- 
mon benefit of the whole people of the United Siates and inas- 
much also, as by the third section of the fourth article of the 
constitution of the United States, it 1s ordained, ‘that con- 
gress shall have power to dispose of and make all needful rules 
nd regulations respecting the territory and other property be- 
longing to the United States:”? 

And whereas, it appears by a report made to the senate of 
the United States during the present session of congress that, 
should a distribution of the proceeds of the sales of the publie 
land now in the treasury be made upon just and equitable prin- 
ciples, the state of New York, in such distribution, would be 
entitled to receive the sum of three millions three hundred and 
nine thousand, five hundred and three dollars; and should such 
distribution hereafter continue to be made annually, this state 
would probably receive annually, upwards of one million and 
a half of dollars: 


And whereas, the representatives of the people of this state 
would be unfaithful to their constituents, if they should be re- 
gardiess of their right to demand and receive their just propor- 
tion of the fund now held in trust for the United States by con- 
gress—a fund which, if now justly distributed, would not only 
greatly relieve from the heavy burden of taxation, but would 
diffuse among the people manifold blessings, in useful and im- 
portant works of internal improvement, and in multiplying and 
extending the advantages of education to every child of the re- 
public: Therefore, 

Resolved, (if the senate concur), That our senators and re- 
Ppresentatives in congress be, and they are hereby, earnestly re- 
quested to use every proper effort to procure the passage of a 
law which shall provide fora just and equitable distribution of 
the proceeds of the sales of the public lands, which are now or 
shall hereafter come into the national treasury, among the se- 
Veral states, according to their respective rights therein. 

Resolved, (if the senate concur), That his excellency the go- 
Vernor be requested to transmit to each of our senators and re- 
Presentatives in congress a copy of the foregoing preamble and 
resolution, 

The ordinary motion to print, was made by Mr. Carroll, #4 
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Ayes—Messts. A. Barker, Bradish, Brooks, Campbell, Car- 
roll, Chambers, Comstock, Hertiell, Jones, Keep, Lee, Marvin, 
Ogden, W. S. Paddock, Pardee, Patterson, Richmond, Robert- 
son, Romeyn, D. L. Seymour, M. U. Sibley, Stimson, Switzer, 
Towlinsou, Tyrrel, J. J. Viele, 8. L. Viele, N. West—28s. 

Nors—Messrs. Allen, Alsop, Arnold, Ayres,G. P. Barker, 
Barney, A. G. Benedict, D. Benedict, Benton, Berry, Bellinger, 
Blair, Borland, J. Chamberlain, Ciinch, Connor, Cutting, Day, 
Dennison, Dimmick, Dorman, Duane, Dutcher, Ely, Fisher, 
Fitch, Fioyd, Foster, Gay, Garriteon, Graves, Gray, Griffin, 
Giithing, Guinnip, Hale, Hawks, Holland, Hough, D. Johnson, 
J. Johnson, Kiersted, King, Kirby, Kuapp, Kuigit, Knowlton, 
Mead, Morgan, Munro, Parker, Pettibone, M. C. Robinson, O, 
Robinson, Seaman, Searles, J. Sibley, Siunpson, Sharp, Sha- 
ver, Sly, C. BE. Shepard, R. L. Simith, Speaker, Spencer, Stet- 
son, Sutton, Popping, Tubbs, Van Eten, Walworth, J. West, 
Wilbur, Yutes—73. 

So the house refused to print the preamble and resolutions. 

—~ oo BM Biter 
THE DEPOSITE BANKS. 

Remarks of Mr. Ewing, of Ohio, in the senate, March 17, on 
the subject of the report of the treasury department on the de- 
posite banks. 

Mr. Ewing said he believed it had not been usual, before the 
final discharge of the national debt, to have at any one time in 
the treasury money enough to discharge all the existing ap- 
propriations; indeed, ithad never been the case at the com- 
inencement of the year, ‘The senator from Missouri was, 
therefore, Wrong in saying that the surplus in the treasury was 
chargeable, or would be chargeable, with the appropriations of 
the Carrent year. ‘Those appropriations are always expected to 
be pajd out of the accruing revenues. For example, if we bad 
now in the treasury but five millions, instead of thirty millrons, 
cunitbe doubted that we might safely go on and appropriate 
twenty-five millions, if necessary, for the current year, and be 
secure in the prospect of receiving from the customs alone 
money enough to meet and cover the expenditures? The gen- 
tleman from Missouri knows well—none better than he—that 
we might. How, then, can he urge that the present surplus is 
or Will be chargeable with future expenditures? On the con- 
trary, the receipts of this year will, beyond all doubt, very 
much exceed the expenditures. The surplus, instead of being 
diminished, must continue to increase, 

The senator from Missouri says, the appropriation bills are 
kept back to an wuusually late day in the session, for the pur. 
pose of swelling this apparent surplus. By whom kept back? 
Those bills do, in the regular course of things, Originate in the 
house of representatives; tey are sent to the senate, and then, 
and wot till then, acted on here. Well, we have not yet heard 
from them; they have not come to us; and if they are kept back, 
itis by the friends of the administration in the house, with 
whose doings and motives the senator from Missouri is proba- 
bly better acquanted than | am. ‘This only can I say: those 
bills have not been Kept back Aere for any such purpose. 

I feel fully and sensibly the danger to which the publie mo- 
ney, and, What is of more importance, Our Currency and the 
business of the country, are exposed, trom the unsound condi- 
tion Of the deposite banks. IT glanced my eye this morning 
over the returos from those banks which were laid on our 
tables yesterday, and [ felt fylly all the danger from that state 
of things which has been so clearly and forcibly developed by 
the chairman of the cammittee on finance. ‘There is no safety 
in those depositories of the public money. There is no safety 
or soundness in the currency of the country, so far aa the notes 
of those deposite banks mingle with or forma partof it. Be- 
sides, L could not but be struck, and forcibly, with the perfect 
control which the executive has, if he see fit to exercise it, 
over all these banks, and, with them, also over the whole long 
list of directors, stockholders and debtors. Of the thirty-five 
banks in which the public money is deposited, there are but 
eight which would not be crushed at once, if the publie depo- 
sites should be at once withdrawn from them. ‘There are 
twenty-seven of them that could not pay the amount of those 
deposites on demand, even if no other creditor should call on 
them. They are fettered, bound by a golden chain, the ring of 
which is in the hands of the secretary of the treasury. They 
could not, and they dare not, move contrary to his bidding, if 
he see fit to direct them to any end or object. 

Is this a state of things which any one who is a friend to his 
country, no matter to what party he may belong, would wish 
to continue? But unless some efficient remedy be applied, 
continue it must, and with constantly increasing aggravation, 
Let the present order of things remain unchanged during this 
year, and the surplus in the treasury will have arisen to fifty 
millions—a sum which will, probably, exceed all the especie in 
the United States. If the deposites shall then be #0 extended 
as to reach all the principal hanks, the great depositories of 
specie, the executive will have the whole solid medium of the 
country in his power, and may control it at pleasure, 


9G Otte —— 
RAIL ROADS. 
In senate— April 7. 

Mr. Grundy, from the committee on the post office and post 
roads, made a reporton the subject of rail road contracts for 
the transportation of the mail, which he read from the clerk’s 
table. The report viewed the introduction of rail roads as one 





decided as follows, ayes 28, nocs 73: 


of the incidents of civilization. The general power to make 
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roads was considered as belonging to the states, and it had been | position of affairs here. Lately, all onr movements have tenq- 
the subject of conflicting opinion whether the general govern- | ed to the concentration of all our forces upon the banks of tye 
ment might, constitutionally, exercise jurisdiction over them | Wythlacoocbee. An order for this was issued some tiny 
when made. The rail road system promises to put this conflict | since, but unforeseen circumstances have somewhat retarded 
to rest. The proposed plan is that congress shall make the | the movements of this wing. On the Istinstant, major Kirby 
contracts with the rail road companies for long periods. This | was sent with two companies to establish a depot Of provisions 
would take the contract duty out of the hands of the post lon Halifax river, and losave some corn that the Indians hag 
master general. These contracts might be made perpetual, | not burnt. This was reserved for the use of Bull’s brigade o¢ 
where the charters of the roads are perpetual, where the char- | Seuth Carolina militia. Brisband was at Tomoka, 12 miles 
ters are limited, in order to secure the government for the ad- | from camp Williams; to him we were to forward provisions 
vances of money made to them, a lien might be retained on the and Butler, with the cavalry, was to visit camp Williams on 
property of the company, until the amount, in case the contract | his way to Volusia. General Eustis,in Augustine, awaited the 
should terminate, should be repaid. The money to be advanc- ; arrival of Butler’s horse in order to organize, and he prepared 
ed only on such part of a road as may be completed, and | for Scotv’s orders of movement. Butler arrived, and was sent 
brought into use. The company could apply this money to any | to ‘Tomoka: Bull was directed to proceed to Volusia from T'p- 
part of the road they may think proper. [ft the duty of making | moka, by the most practicable route, and to furnish Kirby with 
the contracts was left in the hands of the postmaster general, | transportation, that he might proceed upon the march with 
exorbitant demands might be made by the companies for carry- | him. Tbe was permitted, at bis own discretion, to allow a por- 
ing the mail, an evil which would increase with the extension | tion of the horse to scour the country while he was preparing 
of the roads until at length it might become necessary to try | to take up the line of march. After issning these orders, 
whether congress might not compel the companies to transport Eustis thought he would (while awaiting Scott's orders) visit 
the public mails for a reasonable compensation. This evil was) camp Wilhams in the steainboat. The boat got aground, and 
prevented by placing the power of making the contracts in con- | Eustis was detained several days later than he expected, by 
gress alone. The magnitude and weight of the mails were | Which means Scoti’s orders reached Augustine two or three 
productive of great and constant difficulty under the present! days before he received them. ‘These orders were to be in the 
system. The inconvenience would be obviated under this new | field west of the St. John’s by this day. Eustis, with the dis- 
arrangement. ‘The transportation of troops which would be | posible force leftat Augustine, proceeded directly to Picolata, 
secured by the bill, would be a great advantage, as, in time of | and thence to this place in the steamboat Santee. About the 
necessity, it would enable the government to send them to any | 20th of this month, general Bull, by express, informed major 
given point in a short period of time. At present, the same} Kirby that he would leave Tomoka at sunrise next morning: 
roads which enabled our troops to move across the country, | (the express reached camp Williams about sunset). Kirby, 
offered equal facility to an enemy; buton rail roads, our OWn | having no means of transportation, sent word back that, if he 
troops can be conveyed, and on the approach of an enemy, the | would send him means of transportation, he would abandon 
cars might be taken away, or the road broken up so as to ren- | the post with the stores, and join him immediately. Trne to 
der itimpassable. At this moment coutracts may be most fa-| his word, Ball left Tomoka at sunrise, leaving a two-horse 
vorably nade, as the Companies are in want of money to carry | wagon for each of the companies under Kirby, anda company 
on their operations. The Baltimore and Ohio rail road company | of South Carolina militia, with all his sick. Of this be inform- 
might be willing, by raising money from the government on the edus. We immediately abandoned all the stores at camp Wil- 
road now in use, to attain the means of carrying their road | liams, threw away half our baggage, and marched to Tomoka 
through to its completion. The condition of the treasury at! leaving the remainder of our baggage in the boats. At \romoka 
| 





this time was an auspicious circumstance, as the large surplus | we found 70 men, out of whom about 24 were fit for duty. 
on hand could be beneficially distributed in this manner among | This force deserted the post, and marched to Volusia with us; 
the different states of the union, and will eut off from the de- | the distance is about 35 miler, which took us three days. I do 
partment the heavy expenditure incurred annually in making | not exaggerate when I say that more than half the whole dis- 
contracts for transportation. tance Was swamp. Our wagons broke down repeatedly, and 

The committee close their report by recommending the pas- | we were compelled to throw away allour baggage except the 
sage of the bill. camp-kettles and a portion of our personal baggage; indeed, 

Mr. Ewing of Ohio, moved the printing of 5,000 extra copies | we world have been compelled to desert even this, had it not 
of the report with the bill, as proposed to be amended. "Phis been that general Eustis, being informed hy express of onr cir- 
motion, after a short debate, in which Mr. Ca‘houn desired ) cumstances, sent a wagon to meetus. When we arrived, we 
more time 10 look into the report before an extra number were | found that Butler, with half his horse, had gone in seareh of us 
distributed through the country, was agreed to. | five days previous. He came in to-day, and we take up our 


| line of march to-morrow: we take ten days provisions, and 


UNITED STATES CIRCUIT COURT—MARYLAND. march direct to nag. beorsesquneages It is supposed that, after 
Baltimore, April 8. The United States court for the tourth | weno oe oe towns _ at Wythlacoochee, we will 
circuit commenced its regular session in this city this morning en south and east to visit those ying in that direction. 
at ll o’clock, the honorable R. B. Taney, chief justice of the | ‘lwo or three days ago about 40 Indians attacked a portion 
United States, for the first time presiding. The grand jury of our troops bivonacked on the Opposite side of the river, 
being sworn, the chief justice stated that the usage had tong | Phey got within 25 or 30 yards of the sentinels before they 
prevailed to delivera charge to the grand jury, and probably | Were discovered, and fired upon the men while at their various 
one would be expected from him. He had a few words to | fitiene duties. They were immediately beaten: back, leaving 
say, not so much in compliance with tbat usage, of which he |? OF 6 dead on the ground, and having killed 3 of our men, and 
disapproved, and would in future dispense with altogether, | wounded several others, Eesterday several horsemen fell in 
but more for the purpose of giving his reasons for departing | with a small body of Indians, and killed two of their number; 
from it, and his present charge would vecessarily be brief. He | OW Our side one man was wounded. We leave at this post two 
thought the count should enter at once with promptuess and | COMpPAntes of South Carolina militia, Bather with his horse, 
industry upon the discharge of its duties, disincumbered of all, (20), Brisband with the infantry; and four companies of first 
unnecessary forms, ‘Phe age had passed by, wineh called tor | artillery compose that portion of the left wing that go into Hie 
particular instructions from the court; the public mind had | Held. Companies A, B, Gand H, Lst artillery, and captain Lll- 
become enlightened, and the intelligence of juries was ade- | More’s company of Columbia riflemen, form one battalion 
quate to the discharge of their duties. The district attorney | under the command of major Kirby. Major Gates remains al 
was ready toconsel them in all matters of the law. [t was | this post, in command, We have no certain news trom gene 
unnecessary that the court should enter the wide field of juris- | Tt! Gaines. Scott was to have left Camp King for Wythiacoo- 
pradence when the attention of the jury would be ealled to | chee to-day; we will meet him there ina few days, when we 
but few infractions of the criminal laws ofthe land. He would ,; expect a general engagement,” 
advise the jury carefully to examine into the testimony which | ie ms — 3 ; 
they would receive, it being necessarily on one side; and hav- Savannah, April l. rhe steamboat Florida arrived this 
ing no Opportunity of examining the proof in defence they | Morning from Florida, We Understand from one of the pas 
should find no bill upon a clear conviction of the guilt of the | Segers, that generals Scott and Clinch left Fort Drane on the 
aceused. 26th ult. for the W ythlacoochee, at the head of 2.000 troops 
In conclusion, he stated that our liberties and the per- and volunteers. The geveral opinion which prevailed was, 
manency of our free instiutions could only be secured by main- | that the proflered treaty by Powell was for the purpose of delu- 
taming ‘the supremacy of the laws, securing to the innocent sion, and to atford hin an opportunity of coneentrating his 
the enjoyment ol their rights, and visiting the violator of the forces, and Inaking Other errangements to carry on his warfare. 
law with the punishment due to bis gilt. l here had been no recent engagements between the whites and 
The jury were then told they could return to their rooms, Indians, that had come to the knowledge of our informant, al- 
and the court proceeded to the transaction of business. thongh itis confidently looked upon that the chiefs have deep 
[ Gazelle. and concerted plans to continue in mischief. The proposition 
: of Oeceola, and other chiefs, to meet on the 20th was not com 
plied with on their part. 
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OPERATIONS IN FLORIDA. 

From the National Intelligencer. TI ‘ Saadin ; > 

We have been allowed to make the following extracts from ‘nachna ‘tdlaron tional scraps of news from Plorida pte 

a letter from an officer in general Evaris’s brigade, to his friend | "° pyres: dpe Was happened. ‘The general opinion seems 
in Washington, dated to be, that the war is not over. 

“ Volusia, March 25, 1836. — 
‘Ag we areat this time about to take up our line of mareh Tt will be seen, by the following letter, that the body 0! 
westwardly, you would probably hike to hear something of the | mounted men under lieut. col. Buller, for whose safety appre- 
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hensions were entertained, have returned to the army of gen. } der. 


pUSLIS? 
= ‘Volusia, March 27th, 1836. 

“The left wing of the army of Florida, brig. gen. Eustis cross- 
ed the St. Johu’s yesterday, and marched this morning for the 
seat of war. 

“Col. Butler’s command, for whose safety so much anxiety 
was manifested, has returned safe. Their detention was eaus- 
ed by bad roads. Three guides have arrived to-day from St. 
Augustine to accoinpany the army, 

“The mounted men sentin pursuit of col. Butler, engaged a 
body of Indians, and but for the cowardice of the lieutenant the 
whole force would have surrendered to them. The Indians 
were entirely run down by the horses, when he made his men 
retreat. Three of the Indians were begging for mercy. 

“The whole number of troaps here before the movement was 
fifwen hundred, including 750 horse.’ 


The Savannah Georgian says:—‘General Scott has authoris- 
ed general SVoodward aud majors Watson and Flournoy, to re- 
eeive into service, for the Seminole campaign, five hundred 
friendly Creek Indians. ‘To this end, the United States’ agents 
are required Lo CO-Operate with those officers.’ 


Despatches from major general Scotl’s head quarters in Flo- 
rida, dated Fort Drane, March 20, have been received at the 
adjutant general’s oflice, of which the following is an extract: 

*For the miormation of the secretary of war and generai-in- 
chief, L addressed you a hasty note on the l4th. Nothing ma- 
terial has sinee occurred. ‘This wing is waiting to give time to 
brigadier general Eustis and colonel Lindsay to gain their re- 
specive positions, Pelaklekaha and Chichuckaty, for the arri- 
val of the Wagons sent hence to Gary’s Ferry for subsistence, 
the lastof which may be expected by the 24th, with (it is hop- 
edjsome additional teams trom Savannah, and for the troops 
from New Orleans to recruit, their strength. All these objects, 
Thave good reason to hope, will be accomplished by the 26th 
or 27th instant, althongh [ have not had a line from col. Lind- 
sav later than his letter dated at Mobile the 13th ult. In the 
mean time, it is confidently believed that the great body of the 
enemy regains ip the swatup or cover of the Wythlacoochee, 
about the junction of its Uiree branches, say twenty-five miles 
from this place. LI seud a topographical sketch of that vicinity, 
made by my aid, lieutenant Johnston, from information receiv- 
ed here, and principally from col. Gadsden, the quartermaster 
general of Florida, Whom [ have taken into the service of the 
United States, and my staff, with thatrank. His minute know- 
ledge of the country and the bostile Indians, together with his 
general military intelligence, render him a valuable acquisition. 
J also expect to derive much valuable assistance from colonel 
Fitzpatrick, the president of the territorial legislative council, 
particularly if the war should be carried into the lower part of 
the peninsula, with which he is, perhaps, better acquainted 
than any other todividual in the territory. He is with me, and 
is well disposed to render himself generaliy useful. 

“You will receive with this copies of several orders. No 13 
was supposed to be necessary, in order to be provided with the 
best kind Of means to ferret out of the swamps, and other hiding 
places, small parties of the enemy, which may be expected to 
remain out after the great body of the nation shall be subdued. 
General Woodward and majors Watson and Flournoy, men- 
tioned in that order, are strongly recommended to me as suita- 
ble persons to direct the detachment of 500 Creek warriors. I 
trust that this step on my part may meet the approbation of the 
war department. It seemed to me to be dictated by a wise dis- 
eretion, and it will, probably, by abridging time, save many va- 
luable lives from the effeets of the summer climate of the low- 
er counuy. 

“The order limiting the ration of bread or flour is the direct 
result of the want of sufficient means of transportation, and we 
shall probably be obliged to move hence on the 24th or 2oth in- 
stant, with less than eighten days’ subsistence for this wing, 
which will consist of about 1,700 fighting men. No murmur 
has been uttered in consequence of that reduction in the ra- 
tions. All ure disposed to make any sacrifice which the good 
of the service shall demaud.”’ 


Tallahassee, April 2. 

To the politeness of adjutant general Brown, we are indebt- 
ed forthe perusal of a letter from gen. Scott and one from col. 
Gadsden, dated Fort Drane, 22d March, brought by express.— 
Gen. Scott, complains of embarrassment for want of subsist- 
ence, created by the unexpected movement of gen. Gaines from 
Tampa, and the consequent consumption of the supplies pro- 
vided for the other divisions of the army. He apprehends also 
that col. Lindsay may follow the same route, though a letter 
had heen despatched to him by a friendly Indian, directing him 
to take the position of Chichuckaty, by the 25th inst. and advis- 
ing him that gen. Eustis would be on the Pelaklekaha, and 
that gen. Clinch would force a passage of the Wythlacoochee, 
between the 24th and 28th. 

This combined movement has probably been effected, as we 
are happy to learn through a volunteer recently arrived from 
Tampa, that the letter above referred to, was received by col. 
Liudsay on the 25ih who immediately took his position about 
4) miles from Tampa. The enemy is now enclosed by nearly 
five thousand men and will be forced to give batule or surren- 
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Jommodore Dailas, at Pensacola has been instructed to 
co-operate, and the revenue cutters required to repair to the 
Western coast of the peninsula. Should it be necessary, mea- 
surea will be taken to send provisions to the mouth of the 
Wythtacoochee, Whence boats can ascend to Camp Graham, 

The war with the Seminole Indians will be exceedingly ex- 
pensive. Millions will not pay the costofit. Great waste has 
been made by want of means of transportation and for the sup- 
port and supply of the mounted force, present. 

MORE INDIAN TROUBLES—PERHUAPS. 
Near Fort Gibson, Arkansas territory, March 14, 1836. 

i promised to write you should any thing turn up in this 
quarter, and f know at home an interest is felt for the far west, 
and for those who defend her frontiers. 

Things in this quarter look as if we were to have trouble ere 
long with the Indians on the Grand Prairie. 

An express arrived at head quarters a few days since, an- 
nouncing to gen. Arbuckle that the Camanches and Pawnees 
had turdered all the traders at Coffee’s trading house, on Red 
River, in the Pawnee country. One man only escaped; he has 
arrived here, and described the massacre as dreadful, 50 or 60 
Americans and some Creeks and Osages were butchered. 

it was near Coflee’s trading house that the treaty last year 
was made with the Camanches and Pawnees, but owing to 
col. Dodge not being there agreeably to promise, the treaty was 
torn up and Vabaquina,a fierce and savage Camanche war- 
rior, warned gen. Coffee and his men to leave their country, 
his not complying has been fatal to them all. Our men who 
saw the Camanches last summer describe them az a fierce, war- 
like race of men, well mounted and armed with a lance and 
shield. They are a wandering tribe, and we may look for them 
all next summer without even crossing their trail. There is no 
donbt thatthe United States will resent these murders, and we 
will march from here as soon as the grass will admit of our 
horses living on it. The whole regiment of dragoons will con- 
centrate and be joined by the 7th infantry, now at Fort Gibson. 
Chile McIntosh, the Creek warrior, swears vengeance against 
the Pawnees and Camanches, and he will no doubt add 6 or 
700 warriors to our command. We are making every prepara- 
tion, and we shall get off, [ suppose, by the lst May, or sooner, 

General Arbuckle has put Fort Gibson in good repair, and 
mounted field pieces in the block houses, so that should our 
neighbors ever make an attack, they will find things in better 
preparation than at poor major Dade’s command. 

a BB Bis 
FROM TEXAS. 
From the New Orleans Bee. 
FALL OF SAN ANTONIO AND MASSACRE OF THE TEXIAN TROOPS, 

The following important documents were placed in our hands 
by a gentleman just arrived from Texas. The news is melan- 
choly, indeed; and here is opened another field of action for 
the noble hearts now returning triumphant, and covered with 
laurels won onthe banks of the Wythlacoochee, against foes 
less savage, perhaps, than Santa Anna’s merciless Mexican 
bands. 

Our informant met the express bearing the news we give, and 
from him procured copies to be published for the information 
of the people on this side of the Sabine, whose relations and 
friends, kin and countrymen, are now the victims of Mexican 
barbarity.. Col. Bowie, it is said, shot himself; and col. Travis 
stabbed himself to escape the cruelties of the enemy. Nobly 
they fougbt; dearly they sold their lives, but none escaped of 
the whole garrison of San Antonio. 

Head quarters, Gonzales, March 11, 1836. 
J. W. Fanning, jr. commanding at Goliad: 

Sir: Upon my arrival here, the following intelligence was 
received through the Mexican supposed to be frendly, which 
however was contradicted in some parts by another who arriv- 
ed with him: itis therefore only given to you as rumor, though 
[ fear a melancholy portion of it will be found true. Ansilma 

surgura states that he leftthe Alamo on Sunday, the 6th inst. 

and now is three davs from Aroaches Rancha; that the Alamo 
was attacked on Sunday morning, at dawn of day, by about 
2,200 Mexicans, and was carried a short time before sunrise, 
with a loss of 520 Mexicans killed and as many wounded. Col, 
Travis bad only 150 effective men out of his whole force of 187, 
After the fort was carried, seven men surrendered and called 
for gen, Santa Anna for quarter—they were murdered by his 
order. Colonel Bowie, was sick in bed, and also murdered. 

The enemy expect reinforcement of 1,500 men under general 
Condilla, and 1,500 reserve to follow them. He also informs 
that Ugartrehear had arrived with two million dollars for the 
payment of the troops. The bodies of the Americans were 
burned after the. massacre—an alternate layer of bodies and 
wood, underlaid and set on fire. Lieut. Dickinson, who bada 
wife and child in the fort, after having fought with desperate 
courage, tied his child to his back, and leaped from the top ofa 
two story building—both were killed in the fall. I have little 
doubt but that the Alamo has fallen. Whether the above par- 
ticulars are all true may be questionable; you are therefore re- 
ferred to the enclosed orders. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) SAMUEL HOUSTON. 

P.S. The wife of lieut. Dickinson is now in possession of 
one of the officers of St. Anna. The men as you will perceive, 
fought gallantly, and in corroboration of the truth of the fall of 
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the Alamo, I have ascertained that col. Travis intended firing 

signal guns at three different periods each day until succour 

should arrive. No signal guns have been fired since Sunday, 

and a scouring party have just returned who approached within 

twelve miles of the fort, and remained for 48 hours, S.H. 
TO THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES. 

The intelligence conveyed to us by the above letter, confirm 
all that we have heretolore alleged of the arch fiend, who, after 
subverting the liberties of bis own countrymen, has arrayed all 
his forces to reduce us, the free born colonists of Texas, to the 
yoke of military and ecclesiastical despotism. 

We have exercised the right inherited in all considerable 
societies of men, of choosing the form of government, most 
consonant with our feelings and most likely to secure our bap- 
piness. 

Itis the same right which impelled your fathers and our fa- 
thers, to throw the gauntlet of defiance at the power of Britain, 
and to claim and gloriously to achieve a name among the na- 
tions of the earth. Their enemy was comparatively Chrisvain 
and magnanimous. Ours is semi-civilized, infuriate and mer- 
ciless. They appealed to the sympathies of monarchs and of 
strangers, and they appealed notin vain. Aid, prompt, power- 
ful and efficient, was rendered them. 

The descendants of Pericles lifted up their voice to suppli- 
cate the aid of strangers in their struggle for liberty, and you 
Americans responded to their call by a zealous, active and effi- 
cient succor. The gallant Poles also richly participated in your 
generous sympathy for the oppressed. Friends and brothers! 
we the citizens of Texas, threatened with an indiscriminate 
slaughter by the Mexicans, of a complicated and cruel disposi- 
tion, now in this hour of trial turn our thoughts and our hearts 
with an unwavering confidence to the land of our common na- 
tivity, and we ask you for assistance. Our numbers are few 
but our hearts are firm, and our nerves are strung to the high 
resolve of liberty or death. Will you, brothers and friends, re- 
fuse to do us as inthe hour of your calamity was nobly done 
for you? and will you calmly witness the destruction of your 
kindred and triumph of tyranny, and make no effort to save 
the one or arrest the other? It cannot, it will not be. The 
sainted spirit of Washington would rebuke your apathy, and 
could pain invade the beatitudes of heaven, would warm over 
the recollections of ’76. 

On motion of Mr. Parmer this appeal was annexed and or- 
dered to be communicated to the people of the United States 
of America, accompanying the communication of major gene- 
ral Saml. Houston to James Collingsworth, esq. chairman of 
the military committee on the 16th day of March, 1836, at 
Washington. 

Signed. RICHARD ELLIS, president of the convention. 

W.S. KimBat, secretary. 





From the New Orleans True American. 

We learn by a passenger of the schooner Camanche, eight 
days from Texas, thatthe warhas assumed a serious charac- 
ter. On the 25th February the Texian garrison in Bexar, of 
150 men, commanded by lieut. col. B. Travis, was attacked by 
the advance division of gen. Santa Anna, consisting of 2,000 
men, who were repulsed with the loss of many killed, between 
500 to 800 men, without the loss of one man of the Texians. 
About the same time, colonel Johnson, with a party of 70 men, 
while reconnoitering the westward of San Patricio, was sur- 
rounded in the night by a large body of Mexican troops. In 
the morning the demand of a surrender was made by the Mexi- 
can commander unconditionally, which was refused, but an 
offer of surrender was made as prisoners of war, which was 
acceded to by the Mexicans; but no sooner had the Texians 
marched out of their quarters and stacked their arms, then a 
general fire was opened upon them by the whole Mexican 
force. The Texians attempted to escape, but only three of 
them succeeded, one of whom was col. Johnson. 

Between the 25th February and 2d March, the Mexicans 
were employed in forming entrenchments around the Alamo, 
and bombarding the place; on the 2d March col. Travis wrote 
that 200 shells had been thrown into the Alamo without injur- 
ingaman. On the lst March the garrison of Alamo received 
a reinforcement of 32 Texians from Gonzales, having forced 
their way through the enemy’s lines, making the number in the 
Alamo consist of 180 men. 

On the 6th March about midnight, the Alamo was assaulted 
by the whole Mexican army, commanded by Santa Anna in 
person. The battle was desperate until daylight, when only 
seven men belonging to the Texian garrison were found alive, 
who cried for quarters, but were told that there was none for 
them. They then continued fightning until the whole were 
butchered. One woman (Mrs. Dickinson) and a negro of col. 
Travis’, were the only persons whose lives were spared. We 
regret to say that colonel David Crockett, his companion, Mr. 
Jesse Benton, and col. Bonkam, of South Carolina, were among 
the number slain. Col. Bowie was murdered in his bed, sick 
and helpless. Gen. Cos, on entering the fort, ordered the ser- 
vant of col. Travis to point out the body of his master, he did 
so, when Ces drew his sword, and mangled the face and limbs 
with the malignant feelings of a Camanche savage. The 
bodies of the slain were thrown into a heap in the centre of the 
Alamo and burnt. The loss of the Mexicans in storming the 
place was not less than one thousand killed and mortally 
wounded, and as many wounded; making, with their loss, in 





the first assault, between two and three thousand men. The | blood red banner waves from the church of Bejar, and in tie 
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flag used by the Mexicans was a blood-red one, in the place of 
the constitutional flag. Immediately after the capture, genera! 
Santa Anna sent Mrs. Dickinson and servant to gen. Houston?s 
camp, accompanied by a Mexican with a flag, who was the 
bearer of a note from gen. Santa Anna, offering the Texiays 
peace and a general amnesty, if they would lay down their arnis 
and submit to his government. Gen. Houston’s reply was: 
“True, sir, you have succeeded in killing some Of our brave 
men, but the Texians are not yet conquered.”’ 

The effect of the fallof Bexar throughout Texas was c¢lec- 
trical; every man who could use a rifle, and was in a condition 
to take the field, marched forthwith to the seat of war. It js 
believed that not less than 4,000 riflemen were on their way 
to the army when the Camanche sailed, determined to wreak 
their vengeance on the Mexicans, 

General Houston had burnt Gonzales and fallen back on the 
Colorado, with about 1,000 men; col. Fanning was in the fort 
at Goliad, a very strong position, wel! supplied with munitions 
and provisions, with from 400 to 500 men. 

The general determination of the people of Texas is to aban- 
don all their occupations and pursuits of peace, and to continue 
in arms until every Mexican east of the Rio del Norte shall be 
exterminated. 

We publish above the account of the fall of San Antonio iat 
the hands of the Mexican army, and of the massacre of the 
Texian troops. The following letter, written by the comman- 
der of ‘he Texian garrison, a few days before its overthrow, 
breathes a spirit worthy of a better fate than that which subse- 
quently befel him and his gallant band: 

Letter from col. Travis to the president of the convention. 
Commandancy of the Alamo, Bejar, March 3, 1836, 

Sir: In the present confusion of the political authorities of 
the country, and in the absence of the commander-in-chief, | 
beg leave to communicate to you the situation of this garrison, 
You have doubtless already seen wy official report of the action 
of the 25th ult. made on that day to gen. Samuel Houston, to- 
gether with the various communications heretofore sent by ex- 
press. I shall therefore confine myself to what has transpired 
since that date. 


From the 25th of the present date, the enemy have kept upa 
bombardment from two howitzers, (one a five and a hall inch, 
and the other an eight inch), and a heavy cannonade from two 
long nine pounders, mounted on a battery on the Opposite side 
of the river, at the distance of 400 yards from our walls, During 
this period the enemy have been busily emptoyed in encireling 
us with entrenched encampments on all sides, at the following 
distances, to wit:—-In Bajar, 400 yards west; in Lavillera, three 
hundred yards south; at the powder house, one thousand yards 
east by south; on the ditch, eight hundred yards north east; and 
and at the old mill eight hundred yards north. Notwithstand- 
ing all this, a company of thirty-two men from Gonzales made 
their way into us on the morning of the Ist inst. at three o’clock, 
and col. J. B. Bonham, a courier from Gonzales, got in this 
morning at 11 o’clock, without molestation. J have so fortified 
this place, that the walls are generally proof against cannon 
balls; and I still continue to intrench on the inside, and 
strengthen the walls by throwing up the dirt. At least two 
hundred shells have fallen inside of our works without having 
injured a single man; indeed we have been so fortunate as 
not to lose a man froin any cause, and we have killed many 
of theenemy. The spirits of ny men are still high, although 
they have had much to depress them. We have contended for 
ten days against an enemy whose numbers are variously esti- 
mated at from 1,500 te 6,000 men, with gen. Ramires Seizma 
and col. Batres, the aid-de-camp of Santa Anna, at their head, 
A report was circulated that Santa Anna himself was with the 
enemy, but [ think it was false. A reinforcement of about 
1,000 men is now entering Bejar from the west, and I think it 
more than probable that Santa Anna is now in town, from the 
rejcicing we hear. Colonel Fannin is said to be on the mareh 
to this place with reinforcements, but I fear it is not true, as I 
have repeatedly sent to him for aid without receiving any. 
Col. Bonham, my special messenger, arrived at La Bahia four- 
teen days ago, with a request for aid; and on the arrival of the 
enemy in Bejar ten days ago, I sent an express to Colonel I. 
which arrived at Goliad on the next day, urging him to send us 
reinforcements—none have yet arrived. 

I look to the colonies alone for aid; unless it arrives soon, I 
have to fight the enemy on his own terms. I will however do 
the best [can under the circumstances; and I feel confident 
that the determined valor, and desperate courage, heretofore 
evinced by my men, will not fail them in the last struggle; and 
although they may be sacrificed ta the vengeance of a gothic 
enemy, the victory will cost the enemy so dear, that it will be 
worse for him than a defeat. I hope your honorable body will 
hasten on reinforcements, ammunition and provisions to our 
aid, as soon as possible. We have provisions for twenty days 
for the men we have: our supply of ammunition is limited. At 
least five hundred pounds of cannon powder, and two hundred 
rounds of six, nine, twelve and eighteen pound balls—10 kegs 
of rifle powder, and a supply of lead, should be sent to this place 
without delay, under a sufficient guard, 

if these things are promptly sent and large reinforcements are 
hastened to this frontier, this neighbohood will be the great and 
decisive battle ground. The power of Santa Anna is to be met 
here, or in the colonies; we had better meet them here, than 
to suffer a war of desolation to rage in our settlements. A 
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camp above us, in token that the war is one of vengeance 
against rebels; they have declared us as such, and demanded 
that we should surrender at discretion, or that this garrison 
should be put to the sword, 

Their threats have had no influence on me, or my men, but 
to make all fight with desperation, and that bigh-souted courage 
which characterises the patriot, who is willing to die in defence 
of his country’s liberty and his own honor. 

The citizens Of this municipality are all our enemies, except 
those Who have joined us heretofore; we have but three Mexi- 
cans now in the fort; those Who have not joined us in this ex- 
iremity, should be declared public enemies, and their property 
should aid in paying the expenses of the war. 

The bearer of this will give your honorable body a statement 
more in detail, should he escape through the enemy’s lines. 

Gop AND ‘TEXAS—VICTORY OR DEATH!! 

Your obedient servant, 
W. BARRETT TRAVIS, lieut. col. comm. 

Pp. S. The enemvy’s troops are still arriving, and the reinforce- 
ment will probably amount to two or three thousand. 

The annexed letter from the assistant inspector general for 
the army of ‘Texas, confirms the intelligence of the distressed 
condition of that country: 

Head quarters, Velasco, 6th March, 1836. 
To the editor of the Mobile Register. 

Sir: I deem it my duty to my fellow citizens to inform our 
brethren in the United States of our perilous condition at pre- 
sent. Last night an express arrived with the news, that one 
division of the Mexican army, 4,000 strong, meeting the small 
force under lieut. Thornton, had driven them in, and are now 
in full march for the interior of Texas. Ool. Vravis is besieged 
in St. Antonio, with little provisions and a garrison of only 150 
men, and We hourly expect an attack on this point of the coast, 
from the Mexicans by sea, under Ugarthehea, 3,500 strong. 
We have in the field now about 700 men to oppose this force. 
There is here under my command, only 120 men, when we ex- 
pected at least 2,000—and it is thought the Mexican army is 
within a few days’ march of us. 

The families at a short distance from us are flying before the 
enemy, and have left their stock, their houses aud crops to the 
mercy of the tyrant, who is in person at the head of his army. 

We call on you by the sacred ties of country, language, habits 
and kindred, not to desert us in this our hour of danger. Delay 
fora time and we may be lost—we want immediate aid, and 
men and arms. Do not be deaf to our requests, but come for- 
ward as you have heretofore done, and say ‘*forward to the 
rescue.”?) | have the honor to be your obedient servant, 

GEO. W POE, assist. inspec. gen. of the army of Texas. 
From the New Orleans Bulletin, April 1. 

The report received from Natchitoches, by passengers on 
board the Caspian, is, that another engagement between the 
Texians and Mexicans had taken place on the San Antonio 
river, which resulted in the Mexicans?’ defeat after a loss of 600 
killed and wounded. The Vexians were under the command 
of gen. Houston. 

— 0 Sie 
STATISTICAL VIEW OF MEXICO. 
From the Commercial Bulletin. 

The United States of Mexico formed their constitution in 
1824, on the plan of our federal union. The deviations were 
few and inconsiderable. 19 states aud 4 territories formed the 
confederation. A president was to be elected every four years, 
and could not be re-elected. A senate of two members from 
each state, and a deputy for each 80,000 population formed the 
congress. 

According to that constitution, every man at 18 years of age 
became a voter; ne other qualification was required. Indians 
and Mestizoes, negroes and mulattoes, were equally free citi- 
zens and voters. 

The population of Mexico is at present about 8,000,000. In 
1794 it was 5,000,000; in 1806 it was 5,500,000, in 1825 it was 
6,850,000. This population is divided as follows: 1. Indians, 
4,000,000—2. Mestizoes, that is, descendants of Indians and 
Spanish, 2,000,000 —3. Creoles, Spanish descent, born in Mexi- 
co, 1,200,000—4. Zambos, Indian and negro descent, and mu- 
lattoes, 600,000 —5. Negroes, 100,000—7. Estrangeroes, or stran- 
gers, American, English, French, Italian, &c. 15,000. 

By this relative population, we perceive that Indians and 
Mestizoes form the great bulk of the nation, and with equal 
Privileges, are sure to rule at some future time. They are, 
however, at present regarded with extreme contempt, and are 
by the whites opprobiously denominated irrational. The num- 
ber of Indians remains nearly the same as when first discovered 
by the Spaniards three centuries ago; and their manners and 
religion have been little affected by their white intruders. 

The land in Mexico is generally much superior to that of the 
United States. Almost all the productions of other climes 
grow there in rich luxuriance. 

The produce of maize is wonderful. An acre has been 
known to yield 200 bushels, and some stems are twenty feet 
high with five or six large ears. 

Wheat grows well only on the table land, but there it com- 
monly yields 25 for 1. Inthe irrigated Innde of Mexico it has 
Vielded 50 to 1, while in Europe only 10 or 12 to | is considered 
the average production, and the best lands in Kentucky yield 





Only 22 for 1. 





To produce 1,000,000 pounds of sugar, only 150 laborers are 
required, while 300 are requisite in Cuba and Louisiana. 

The production of coffee is still easier in Mexico; 20 men ean 
attend 200,000 trees, which on an average produce 500,000 
pounds, 

Cotton also, of a quality far superior to ours, can be purchas- 
ed in many parts of Mexico, in greater quantities by one-third, 
than can be obtained from the best lands in Louisiana. 

The silver mines in Mexico are perhaps inexhaustible; 
3,000,000,000 of silver have been drawn from them during 300 
years past, averaging $10,000,000 per annum. 


8B Ot — 
OPENING OF THE WINCHESTER AND POTOMAC RAIL 
ROAD. 


From the Ballimore Gazette, of April 2. 

A number of gentlemen who had been invited by the Win- 
chester and Potomac company to assist at this celebration, left 
Baltimore with the morning train of cars and were joined at 
Harper’s Ferry by a deputation from that place. The party, 
now consisting of about filty, proceeded on to Winchester in 
iwo beautiful and very commodious cars, drawn by the loco- 
motive *Teunessee,’’? and were followed by the engine Thomas 
Jefferson—the latter belonging to the Baltimore and Ohio rail 
road company, and now temporatily loaned to the Winchester 
company for the purpose of aiding them in the transportation of 
the trade on their road, which, it appears, had so greatly ex- 
ceeded the expectations of the directors, as to be far beyond 
the actual means of the company to dispose of it. 

The latter engine took in its train 15 burthen cars richly 
freighted with the merchandise of our city, destined to south 
western Virginia and the state of Tennessee—and the whole 
proceeded in fine style, accompanied by a full band of music 
from Harper’s Ferry, and reached Winchester at about half 
past 4 0’clock in the afternoon, where their arrival was an- 
nounced by a discharge of artillery and warmly greeted by the 
enthusiastic acclamations of an immense multitude of specta- 
tors from the city of Winchester and the surrounding country. 

Upon alighting from the cars the deputations were met by 
the president and directors of the Winchester rail road compa- 
ny, and were addressed in an eloquent speech by Mr. Bruce, 
their president, who, after drawing a vivid picture of the im- 
mense benefits this nation is about to derive from the numer- 
ous schemes of internal improvements now in progress, or in 
coutemplation, concluded by the following remarks, addressed 
immediately to the delegates from Baltimore: 

To you, gentlemen, and your associates, the fathers of the 
rail road system in America, belongs the enviable merit of 
warding off that evil day. The patriot, surveying the vast ex- 
tent of national domain, though it encourages the rapid growth 
of civil communities, by giving ample room to individual exer- 
tion, and clothing man with increased importance, because he 
is vain—might well be alarmed for the duration of the confede- 
racy. did not the facilities of intercommunication keep pace 
with its enlargement. The rail road system is eminently eal- 
culated to quiet his fears. The philanthropist would have 
reason to dread the downward tendency of all new settlements, 
thrown upon themselves, and restricted in the enjoyment of 
social and commercial intercourse—rail roads are destined to 
circulate to their utmost borders the refinements of trade, and 
the polrtical and moral intelligence so essential to the duration 
of our liberties. The statesman beholds, in our extended and 
exposed seacoast, many openings for che assaults of a foreign 
foe--your system of furnishing a conveyance, rapid as the sig- 
nal of invasion, will concentrate the fresh and hardy inland sol- 
dier, upon the vulnerable points—and your citizens, should the 
horrors of war again threaten their fire-sides, must expect to 
share with our Highland blues,in the glory of their defence. 
Though wide as the empire of the czar, the extension of this 
system will give to our confederacy the effectual compactness 
and elastic power of the little islands of Britain. If interest 
and social sympathy cement not our government, in vain were 
the declaration ‘the union must be preserved.’ It will be pre- 
served, echoes from the rail road conventions held amid the 
defiles of the Alleghany and the recesses of the western forests 
—this feeling vibrates through a lengthening chain of commer- 
cial parts, and rouses with a thrill of kindred enterprise the 
men of Charleston, Cincinnati and Chicago. Borne far inland, 
on the broad waters of the Chesapeake—the rail road metro- 
polis may survey the numerous undertakings similar to her great 
works which chequer our land—with pride exclaim ‘these are 
my children,’ and may bid defiance to all attempts to wrest 
from her the advantages of her commanding situation. On the 
south her arm extends along the verge of tide-water, and wel- 
comes those improvements which promise to link the Atlantic 
capitals. On the north, her enterprise taps the commercial 
streams of the Susquehannah, and furnishes to her rival an ont- 
let for her trade, where nature refuses to open her own artifi- 
cial channels. From no point of their commercial horizon, can 
your citizens expect more certain or more abundant supplies 
than from the fertile valley of the Shenandoah. Our tributary 


road will eventually bring the wares of your merchants and the 
products of our farms into daily and advantageous exchange. 
But a few years ago the sun performed two revolutions, ’ere the 
weary traveller from your city could reach Winchester—now 
it is accomplished in little more than half his daily course, and 
soon your citizens may have itin their power to witness from 
the summit of their monuments the glory of his rising in the 
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ocean, and find in the shades of our mountains a healthy retreat 
from his noontide ray. We watch with anxiety the prosperous 
march of your city—-though Virginians politically and socially, 
we feel interested in the growth of a southern emporium. ‘The 
Maryland line, shoulder to shoulder, wita the chivalry of the 
Oid Dominion breasted the hardships and shared in the glories 
of the revolution, and the true interests of their sons will never 
allow them to be at variance in the generous strife of internal 
improvement. 

“Let the pulse of enterprise, which beats from the heart of 
the union, from those sacred halls, where the father of his 
country and the first advocate of its commercial union resigned 
the sword of power for the laurels of peace, but animate our 
statesmen at Richmond and that city and Norfolk and Peters- 
burg and Lynchburg, in the reviving gains of a flourishing com- 
merce will soon be enabled to spare. 

“The overflowing trade which may pass through this valley 
in exchange for the merchandise of a neighboring state—your 
city, gentleman—your state—your country call upon you for 
continued exertion. Onward, gentleman, onward.”? 

To which the president of the Baltimore and Ohio rail road 
company returned the following rely: 

‘“‘Permit me, in the name of the company which I have the 
honor to represent, to thank you for the very flattering manner 
in which you have been pleased to speak of its exertions. Re- 
mote as the Baltimore and Ohio rail road company is from the 
points of its ultimate destination, it may be considered, never- 
theless, to have accomplished much in advancing its steps so 
far as to form the connexion we this day meet to celebrate: and 
whatever may hereafter be its progress, I am very certain, that 
at no point in its onward course, can those entrusted with its 
execution, find a warmer or more gratifying welcome, than we 
have on the present occasion experienced. 

*“‘In the connexion that is now established between the val- 
ley of the Shenandoah, or as it has been emphatically called 
*‘the great valley’? and the city of Baltimore, there can be little 
doubt, that the interests of Virginia and Maryland will be ma- 
terially promoted. You have alluded toa by-gone day, when 
common dangers, in a common cause, united these states in 
the closest bonds of sympathy and affection. The feelings 
which that memorable epoch elicited have been cherished and 
kept in full vigor during the happy and peaceful times that have 
followed—and the column, which has won for the chief city of 
Maryland the epithet of ‘monumental city,’ isa tribute toa 
son of Virginia, universally hailed as the father of his country, 
and whose fame now fills the world. 

“Your eloquent exhortation to continue our efforts, until the 
work we have commenced shall be accomplished, will not be 
disregarded. The country is now aware of the importance of 
the undertaking, and should the necessary means be obtained, 
of which there seems but litthe doubt, we may, in three brief 
years from this day, call upon our hospitable hosts to join us in 
atrip to celebrate the connexion of the Baltimore and Ohio 
rail road with the tributaries of the Mississippi, and in return 
may We not with equal certainty, hope that the time is not far 
distant when we shall be called upon to join in proclaiming on 
the summit of the southern Alleghanies the completion of the 
great rail road which, passing through the valley of Virginia, is 
destined to cement in One common interest, the vast country 
between Portland and New Orleans. Then wili our most san- 
guine anticipations be realised, aud then may the patriot, in the 
full exultation of his feelings, exclaim ‘Tue UNION HAS BEEN 
PRESERVED!’? 

After this ceremony the company proceeded to “‘ithe Virginia 
house,”’ kept by Mr. Aulick, where they partook of a most sump- 
tuous dinner that had been prepared for the occasion. The 
company at dinner consisted of more than 100 gentlemen. The 
utmost good feeling prevailed. Mutual congratulations were 
exchanged on all sides at the happy and successful completion 
of the road, and asincere gratification was felt, that the citi- 
zens of Baltimore and Winchester were hereafter destined to 
become so nearly connected by the bonds of aclose and inti- 
mate social and commercial intercourse. 

The party, after spending a most agreeable day, separated at 
an early hour—and the deputation from Baltimore returned the 
next morning highly delighted with their excursion, and deeply 
impressed with the warm and generous hospitality of their Win- 
chester hosts. 

SPECIE PAYMENTS—AT BANKS. 
Reported for the Journal of Commerce. 
SUPERIOR COURT—APRIL STH, 
Chief justice Jones presiding. 
John Thompson vs. the Union bank. 

This was an action for the amount of a note of 500 dollars 
of the Union bank protested for non-payment. From the 
evidence it appeared that on the 14th of October last, the 
plaintiff, about half past ten o’clock, senta boy to the Union 
bank with one of their notes for 500 dollars, to get specie 
for it. The boy presented the note to the teller at the 
bank counter, who told him that the porter was then out, and 
that the boy could not be paid until he came in. The boy 
waited for about half an hour, at the expiration of which the 
porter returned and the boy asked him for the specie. The 
porter replied that he had to go out again, and would be in 
soon, and then left the bank. ‘The boy returned to Mr, Thomp- 
gon, who went over to the bank himself, and made some angry 

Observations on the note not having been paid, but it was net 


proved that he then demanded payment for it. Mr. Thompson 
then left the bank and put the note into the hands of Mr, 
Crooke, a notary, who went to the bank about 12 0’clock aud 
demanded specie for the note. The teller took the note and 
placed it under a saucer, and told Mr. Crooke that the porter 
was then weighing specie and that the note would be paid be- 
fore two o’clock. Mr. Crooke then asked the teller if he de- 
clined paying the note, to which the teller replied **L do not 
decline it, but decline having any further Conversation with 
you.” Mr. Crooke then took away the note and protested it 
for non-payment. It appeared that at the time the plainuff 
sent for the specie a customer was then waiting for it at the 
plaintiff’s. ‘This was the case for the plainuff. 

For the defence. It appeared that provision was made by 
the bank every morning for specie payments during the day, 
to the amount of from 500 dollars to 1,500 dollars, and that the 
usual amount of specie bad been brought up that morning, 
but that part of it was exhausted before the plaintiff sent for 
payment of his note. It was not, however, very clearly shown 
What amount of specie had been brought up the morning in 
question, or what part of it had been paid away before the 
plaintiff sent the 500 dollar note for payment; but it appeared 
that onthe same morning the plaintiff’s boy had been paid a 
note for 100 dollars, prior to his going with the note of 560 
dollars. It also appeared that the plaintiff was in the habit 
of sending to the bank for specie, and that special care was 
taken by the bank to have it always ready to meet tis de- 
mands. It appeared that when the notary called for payment, 
the porter was then engaged in weighing specie, but it did not 
appear that any person but the notary was then wailing for it. 
Relative to the porter’s absence when the boy called, it ap- 
peared that it was the usual practice of the bank to send the 
porter on business about ten o’elock, and that he invariably 
returned before 12 o’clock. According to the evidence of the 
bank teller, it was between one and two when the notary call- 
ed; but the notary positively deposed that when he protested 
the note, it was then only a quarter past 12 o’clock. Evidence 
was adduced to show that the plaintiff was hostile to the bank, 
and had endeavored to harrass and annoy it, and it appeared 
that there had been an unfriendly feeling between the parties 
before the transaction occured, which caused the present suit. 
This was the case for both sides. 

The court charged the jury, that this was an action against 
the Union bank for non-payment of one of their notes. ‘These 
notes as was known tothe jury, were in the common form, 
by which the bank promised to pay the sum mentioned in it 
on demand, and the first question was whatis the obligation 
which such a note imposes on the bank? And the second 
question was, had the bank refused to pay the note in such 
a way as to render them responsible? ‘That Mr. Thompson 
being the bearer of the note was entitled to be paid, there 
could be no doubt; as such were the precise words of the 
contract. The question was then, whether the words in the 
note bore any precise import differing from the common ac- 
ceptation in which the words were understood; or whether-the 
words “fon demand’? mean a different period of time, when 
used in relation to one individual holding the notes of another. 
In the latter case they all knew that the person was bound to 
pay the note immediately, and if he did not do so, he was 
liable to an action. In all such cases the note, if sued for, 
inust be paid, though it had never been presented for payment. 
When the note becomes due, the maker of it must look out 
for it himself. Though the endorser of a note must receive 
notice, the maker of it need not. But with regard to our 
banking institutions, the matter stood on somewhat different 
grounds. A bank, being a corporation or body politic, acted 
through its agents by certain practical modes. One of these 
modes was, that it hada banking house where there was a 
counter at which their notes were paid; and therefore their 
case differs from that of individuals, and an action can’t be 
maintained against them, without demanding payment at the 
place where every one who takes their notes goes for that 
purpose, under the engagement that they are to call for pay- 
ment at the bank counter. And the rule of law applicatle to 
the bank, is, that the holder of the note is bound to present it 
for payment at the ordinary place where such notes are paid; 
and instead of the maker of the note being obliged to search 
out for the holder, the holder must call on the maker. But il 
he does call and demands payment, the bank is then bound 
to pay it. In relation to the mode of paying, every one is to 
be paid in their turn, and the construction of the law relative 
to these turns is, that the person who first presented the note 
for payment, is to be first paid. If there are fifty before you, 
you must wait for your turn; and when that comes you are 
entitled to say, here are your bills, for which I want specie; and 
it is then the duty of the bank to pay you before any other 
customer: the bank however should have a reasonable time 
to pay, for though they are bound to pay on demand, impos- 
sibilities or unreasonable acts are not required of them. If 4 
person demanded payment of a very large sum, amounting 
suppose to 100,000 dollars, it would be unreasonable and un- 
just both to the bank and all other customers in it, that the 
bank should stop its business in order to weigh out so large 
an amount of specie. in such a case the bank is entitled to a 
reasonable time, to bring up the money and weigh it, and 
whilst that was being done, the bank would have a right to 
go on and pay other customers, and the person who called for 





the large amount of specie should stand aside and wait. ‘The 
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pank is however entitled to such indulgences only in propor- 
tion to the infrequency of the demands on them for specie, and 
the credit of their bank paper, which might induce them to 
pave aless quantity of specie ready than would meet an ex- 
traordinary demand. But the bank is bound to have accomo- 
dations and facilities for making payments in proportion to the 
amount of its dealings, and if it banked ona capital of 100 
millions, it should have accommodations and conveniencies 
on as complete a seale, according to the amount of its trade, 
us if it only banked in a capita! of 100,000. Putting aside how- 
ever the interior arrangements of the bank. In propurtion 
to their means the smaller banks are bound to pay as promptly 
as the larger ones; and the only indulgence they are entitled 
to, is what the cireumstances of the case render absolutely ne- 
cessary. The great question was then, had the bank refused to 
pay according to the general import of the term? and the only 
thing to be taken into view was the circumstances under 
which the demand was made, and whether they were such 
that the bank should have had some short time to pay it, or 
in other words did they pay itin such a reasonable time as 
they ought?) For example, if they had a large sum in specie 
brought up from their vaults that morning, and had paid it all 
away except what was necessary for small checks, then it 
would be unreasonable to insist on being paid a large amount 
without Wailing until it could be brought up. But except in 
such a Case as this, the bank has a right to pay immediately, 
and has no right to put off a party until two or three o’clock, if 
they could pay in a short time. Then did the bank, when 
payment of the bill was demanded, refuse or neglect to pay it? 
or Was there a justifiable excuse for their not doing it; or did 
they actin so unreasonable a manner as to expose themselves 
to an action? [ think it has been satisfactorily shown that 
two demands were made, and it is said that a third one was 
also made by Mr. Thompson; but the teller of the bank 
has said that Mr. Thompson made no demand, though he 
ealled atthe bank in a passion. ‘The first demand was made by 
the clerk in the morning, and he was then told that the porter 
was Out and would be in shortly. When the porter came in, 
the boy applied to him, and the porter said he was obliged to 
go out again and would be in shortly. The clerk then waited 
from a quarter to half an hour, and then returned to Mr. 
Thompson and told him that he could not get the money at the 
bank. ‘he question was then, whether the porter’s not being 
there, Was a sufficient excuse for not paying the money. That 
would depend on circumstances. If the porter had that morn- 


ing brought up a sufficient quantity of specie to make the | 


ordinary payments, and it was exhausted when the boy called, 
and if the porter was notto be long out, it might be a justi- 
fication for detaining the boy a short time. But strictly speak- 
ing, the bank had no right to make such an excuse, as they 
were bound to have the porter always there to get up specie 
whenever it was called for. ‘he bank would scarcely be 
justified in keeping a person waiting an hour, as that hour 
might be of the utinost importance to him, and the circum- 
stances that could justify the bank in doing so, must be of a 
very peculiar character. But if it was justificd im keeping a 
person One hour, it certainly would not be justified in keeping 
a person so long as two hours. In the present case, the porter 
said that he brought up that morning, from five to $1,500 in 
specie; but the teller of the bank bas shown that there could 
not have been more than $500 brought up, as there had been 
but two notes amounting to 200 dollars, paid that morning, and 
it has not been shown that there was any peculiar disposal 
made of the remainder of what was brought up; so that in all 
probability the porter did not bring up more than 5 or 600 
dollars that morning. And the jury would consider whether, 
having such a sum brought up, was acting providently, or was 
a sufficient excuse not to pay a note of 500 dollars or 1,000 
dollars, if the porter was out, in the business part of the day. 
In considering the question, whether the porter being out for 
half an hour would justify the bank in not paying their note, 
something was of course due to the practical experience of mer- 
Chants, and it might be a question whether the payment of 
such a note might be postponed for one or two hours; and if 
doing so was a universal rule or nearly so, it might be a justi- 
liable excuse for the bank to say the porter was out. And the 
Party must wait balf an hour. But still the responsibility rests 
on them, as to whether he should have been out. Five, ten 
Or fifteen minutes, might not perhaps be an unreasonable time 
to ask a person to wait, unless be said he could not stay so 
long. The jury had therefore some latitude in considering 
Whether the porter was absent unreasonably long, according to 
the usual course of business, or whether it was reasonable and 
proper that the party should be kept over an hour, instead of 
Only fifteen minutes. But under the rule of taw, the bank has 
NO right to tell a man to wait fora small sum, and in the pre- 
sent case the bank had no right to defer payment so long as the 
Witness has stated, unless there was some very particular reason 
fordoing so. ‘The second demand was made by the notary a 
few minutes after twelve o’clock, and he was told that the 
Porter was then weighing gold, and that the note would be 
Paid when he had done. The notary then asked when that 
Would be, and was told between that time and two o’ctock. 
On this occasion the porter was there, and the gold had been 
broughtup and was at the seales; and the testimony is, that $500 
could be weighed in five or six minutes. The question then 


'8,Was not the bank bound to pay the note in five or six minutes 
alley it was ealled for. 


The answer to this has been, that 


NILES’ REGISTER—APRIL 16, 1886—WHIG CONVENTION. 














the porter was weighing gold for another person; but there is 
no evidence to show that any other person was there waiting 
for it, and itis probable that the porter was weighing the gold 
for the general business of the bank. Was then the teller jus- 
tified in putting off the payment, or was the notary obliged to 
wait from that time until between one and two o’clock? On 
this question the rule of law is, that the bank, having the 
porter there, was bound to pay the money in as reasonable a 
time as possible, having reference to other dealets if any were 
there atthe time. According as the jury considered whether 
the bank had or had not kept their promise to pay on demand, 
a would find for the plaintiff in defendant. 
erdict for the plaintiff 500 dollars, (the amount of the note), 

with interest and costs. 

For the plaintiff, Philip S. Crooke and Daniel B. Talmadge; 
for defendant, Henry E. Davis and Samuel A. vot. 


9 @ Stee 


COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

The special joint committee, appointed to investigaté the do- 
ings of any or all the banks in the commonwealth, having, in 
pursuance of their instructions, summoned before them, the 
president, directors and company of the New England bank, of 
the City bank, and of the State bank, all in the city of Boston, 
and of the People’s bank, in the town of Roxbury, to show 
cause, if any they have, why their respective charters should 
not be declared forfeit and void, respectfully 

REPORT: 

That in obedience to the summons of your committee, the 
aforesaid banks severally appeared, and were fully heard in 
their defence. The explanations and arguments, exhibited in 
their defence, have varied the opinions of your committee, in 
some respects, but have left them entirely unchanged, as to the 
illegality and impropriety of the acts complained of. They re- 
inain unanimously of opinion, that the aforesaid banks have 
severally violated the laws, relative to banks and banking, and 
transcended the limits of their charters. The opinions express- 
ed in their former reports, as to the impropriety of the check 
system, and ihe illegality of the rates of exchange charged and 
taken, on both foreign and domestic paper, have been confirm- 
ed by the hearing. Yet, nevertheless, itappeared inexpedient 
to a majority of your committee, to pursue all the banks to ex- 
tremities. They have, therefore, endeavored vo distinguish be- 
tween them, believing that the punishmentof a part, would be 
as salutury, as an example, as the punishment of the whole. 
The supremacy of the laws will be as firmly established, the 
efficacy of punishment as clearly illustrated, and the claims of 
justice as amply satisfied, by inflicting the ultimate sanctions 
of the law upon a portion of the offenders, as upon all who 
may be guilty. The majority of the committee, therefore, act- 
ing upon this prineiple, and under a high sense of public duty, 
are constrained to report, that the State bank, and the People’s 
bank have failed to satisfy them, that their charters ought not 
to be declared forfeit and void. The check system of the State 
bank, and the extravagant premiums of the People’s bank, 
clearly distinguished them from all others, and, in the opinion, 
of a majority of your committee, entille them to the pre-emi- 
nence, allotted them by this report. 

The New England bank satisfactorily explained one of the 
strong charges against it, viz: the charge of borrowing money 
on time and interest. It appeared, that this had been done in 
only one instance, and that under peculiarly mitigating circum- 
stances. 

The committee are unable to perceive any thing in the trans- 
actions of the City bank, distinguishing it from many others, 
It seemed expedient, therefore, to a large majority of your 
committee, to recommend the discontinuance of further pro- 
ceedings against the two last named banks. 

There are strongly mitigating circumstances in the case of 
the State bank, which common fairness require us to mention. 
On the 2d day of January last, at a special meeting of the di- 
rectors, they, by formal votes, resolved to discontinue the prac- 
tice of charging a premium on checks and drafts, and since 
that time have wholly abandoned it. It commenced, without 
the knowledge of all its directors, these practices, and it ap- 
pears, that as soon as the fact came to the knowledge of the 
directors, they, on consultation with the solicitor of the bank, 
directed an immediate discontinuance of the practices. 

The several memorials read to your committee by the banks, 
in their defence, are herewith presented. 

By order of the committee, M. LAWRENCE, 

—— Bt 
MASSACHUSETTS WHIG CONVENTION. 

Atan adjourned meeting of the members of the legislature, 
and of delegates chosen from the various towns in the common- 
wealth not represented by whigs in the legislature, friendly to 
the election of Daniel Webster to the presidency, holden at the 
hall of the honse of representatives on the evening of Thursday, 
March 24, 1836, it was unanimously 

Resolved, That the members of this convention entertain the 
fullest and most perfect confidence in the character and politi- 
eal principles of his excellency Edward Everett, and that we 
do cordially recommend and nominate that distingushed citizen 
as the whig candidate for the suffrages of the citizens of Mas- 
sachusetts, at the ensuing annual election for the office of go- 
vernor of the commonwealth. 

Resolved, That, with the same entire confidence, we recom- 
mend and nominate his honor George Hull, a citizen, able, faith- 
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ful and attached to the constitution, as the whig candidate for 
the office of lieutenant governor. 

The following letter from the hon. Daniel Webster to a friend 
in this city was then read to the convention: 


Washington, Feb. 27, 1836. 

My DEAR sir: The whig members of the legislature of Mas- 
sachusetts, of the last year, saw fit to put me in nomination for 
the office of president of the United States. 

Events have since occurred, which were probably not antici- 
pated, and which may be thought to have rendered a reconside- 
ration of that nomination expedient. If this opinion should be 
entertained by the whig members of the present legislature, If 
should exceedingly regret that they should forbear to act upon it, 
from any motives of delicacy towards me. Indeed,in the state 
of things at present existing in the country, my personal wishes 
are, to withdraw my name from the place it occupies before 
the public, in connexion with the approaching election; and I 
am restrained from so doing, only by the consideration that 
there are interests, which might be effected by such a move- 
ment, in regard to which the opinions of others ought to be con- 
sulted. 

I wish you, therefore, my dear sir, to signify to our friends 
that not only would it give me no pain to be no longer consider- 
ed a candidate, but that such a change in my relations to the 
country would be altogether agreeable to my personal feelings. 
At the same time, | wish it may also be said to them, thati 
shall not act in Opposition to their judgment of what is required 
by the public good. I shall not separate from them, nor from 
those principles which we have hitherto maintained, and which, 
f trust, we shall continue to maintain, whether in majorities 
Or minorities, or in prosperous or adverse fortune. If, in their 
opinion, our common principles and common cause, notwith- 
standing what has occurred, do still require of me that I re- 
main in my present position, [ shall cheerfully abide by their 
determination, confident that, in no events hereafter to happen, 
can it become matter of regret to me that [ have conformed to 
what seemed best to their honest patriotism and intelligent 
sense of public duty. 

With this distinct expression of my own personal wishes, 
therefore, [ leave the subject for their decision; desiring them 
to consider nothing but what just and consistent principle, sin- 
cere, patriotic duty, and the great cause of constitutional liber- 
ty may appear, in the present posture of public affairs, to de- 
mand from them and from me. With very true regard, your 
obedient servant, DANIEL WEBSTER. 

To H. W. Kinsman, esq. 


On the above letter the Boston Centinel makes the following 
remarks: 

‘*It is calculated to confirm and fortify the judicious confi- 
dence, which the people of Massachusetts have long entertain- 
ed towards our distinguished fellow citizen. It proves beyond 
a doubt, that, although universally admitted to be the ablest 
champion of the constitution, and one of the most virtuous and 
accomplished statesmen in the country, and worthy of its high- 
est honors, he is disinterested, so far as concerns his own per- 
sonal advancement. Without any solicitation on his part, the 
Jegislature of the last year, nominated him as a candidate for 
the presidency. Most other men would have been disposed to 
hold the party to their nomination, under all circumstances: 
Not so with Daniel Webster; he entreats the convention to 
consider whether any thing has occurred recently, to change 
their views, and while he indicates unequivocally, that he is 
prepared for any sacrifice, so far as he is concerned personally, 
he magnanimously leaves it with them to decide, whether it is 
expedient, to have his name withdrawn from the contest. He 
is, in fact, prepared to go with them and their principles, under 
any and all circumstances, whether he is placed in the position 
ofa candidate, or a private station. Such a proposition can- 
not fail to unite in his favor, the best wishes of all patriotic citi- 
zens.”? 

The convention agreed to adhere to the nomination of Mr. 
Webster for the presidency—and at the same time, nominated 
governor Evereté and lieut. gov. Hull, for re-election, which 
was carried by acclamation, 

oS OO Bere 


NORTH CAROLINA CORRESPONDENCE, 
His excellency Martin Van Buren: 

Dear str: A portion of your fellow-citizens in this section, 
feeling a deep anxiety as to your views on a topie which most 
vitally affeets our immediate welfare and happiness, have 
thought proper to propound to you the following interrogatory, 
to which we wish an explicit answer. 

Do you, or do you not, believe that congress has the constitu- 
tional power, to interfere with or abolish slavery in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia? 

The conspicuous situation in which you are placed, and the 
importance of a thorough knowledge of your views on this in- 
teresting lopic, will, we hope, be sufficient apology for the li- 
berty we have taken, 

(Signed,) JUNIUS AMIS, 
ISAAC HALL, 
JOHN WALL, 
©. YELLOWBY, 
SAML. B. SPIRRILL, 
JAS. W. PUIZINN, 





Jackson, Feb, 23d, 1836. 


Mr. Martin Van Buren’s reply. 
Washington, March 6ti., 1836, 

GENTLEMEN: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter apprizing me of the deep anxiety which is felt by g 
portion of your fellow Citizens, as Lo my VieWs upon a topic 
vitally affecting their immediate welfare and happiness, ang 
the importance of their being possessed of a thorough know- 
ledge of them; and asking me to say, whether 1 do or do not 
believe that congress has the constitutional power to interfere 
with or abolish slavery in, the District of Columbia? 

[ am not only willing, but desirous, gentlemen, that you 
should have the most thorough knowledge of my views and 
feelings upon the delicate and interesting subject with which 
your question is connected; and I shall endeavor to acquaint 
you with them in the fullest manner in my power, 

Not having, heretofore, had the honor ot being in politica} 
communication with you lam not advised whether the senty- 
ments relating to it, which have been avowed by myself and 
by my authority, Within the last two years, have come to your 
knowledge. I deem it therefore proper, to furnish you with 
tbe substance of them, before I reply to your more specific in- 
quiry. The avowals to which I refer, were— 

Ist. An opinion that congress has no. right to interfere in any 
manner, or to any extent with the subject of slavery in the 
slates; 

2d. Against the propriety of their doing so in the District of 
Columbia; and 

3dly. The statement of my full concurrence in the senti- 
ments expressed by the citizens of Albany, in public meeting, 
the most important of which are as follows, viz: *That the 
constitution of the United States carries with it an adjustment 
of all questions involved in the deliberations which led to its 
adoption; and that the compromise of interests in which it was 
founded, binding in honor and good faith, independently of the 
force of agreement, on all who live under its protection and 
participate in the benefits of which it is the source?— “That 
the relation of master and slave is a matter exclusively belong. 
ing to the people of each state within its own boundary, and 
that any attempt by the government or people of any other 
state, or by the general government, to interfere with or dis 
turb it, would violate the spirit of that compromise Which lies 
at the basis of the federal compact?’?— That we ean only hope 
to maintain the union of the states by abstaining from all inter- 
ference with the laws, domestic policy and peculiar interests 
of every other state”’?’—“ That all such interference, which tends 
to alienate one portion of our countrymen from the rest, de- 
serves to be frowned upon with indignation by all who che- 
rish the principles of our revolutionary fathers, and who desire 
to preserve the constitution by the exercise of that spirit of 
amity which animated its framers’—*That they deprecated 
the conduct of those who are attempting to coerce their bre 
thren in other states into the abolition of slavery, by appeals to 
the fears of the master and to the passions of the slave; and 
that they could not but consider them as disturbers of the pub- 
lic peace, and would by all constitutional means, exert their 
influence to arrest the progress of such measures?—*That 
Whilst they would maintain inviolate the liberty of speech and 
the freedom of the press, they considered discussions, which, 
from their nature, tend toinflame the public mind and put in 
jeopardy the lives and property of their fellow citizens, at war 
with every rule of moral duty, and every suggestion of humani- 
ty, and would be constrained, moreover, to regard those who, 
with a full knowledge of their pernicious tendency, persist in 
carrying them on, as disloyal to the union:?°—**That the people 
ofthe south would do great injustice if they allow themselves 
to believe, that the few who are interfering with the question 
of slavery, are acting in accordance with the sentiments of the 
north upon the subject;”? and finally, “that they made these de 
Clarations to their southern brethren in the same spirit of amity 
which bound together their fathers and ours, during a long and 
eventful struggle for independence; and that they did, in full 
remembrance of that common association, plight to them their 
faith to maintain in practice as far as lies in their power, what 
they bad solemnly declared.”’ 


These views, thus expressed and sanctioned by myself, ap- 
pear to me to cover the whole ground, save the abstract ques- 
tion to which you have been pleased to call my attention, and 
1 cheerfully embrace the opportunity you have felt it your duty 
to afford me, to explain myself fully on that also. As anxious 
as you can possibly be, to arrest all agitation upon this disturb- 
ing subject, I have considered the question you have propound- 
ed to me, with a sincere desire to arrive at the conclusion, 
that the subject, in respect to the District of Columbia, ean be 
safely placed on the same ground on which it stands in regard 
to the states, viz: the want of constitutional power in congress 
to interfere in the matter. IT owe it, however, to candor, to say 
to you, that [ have mot been able to satisfy myself that the 
grant to congress, in the constitution, of the power of ‘erclu- 
sive legislation in all cases whatsoever”? over tie federal district, 
does not confer on that body the same authority over the sub- 


ject that would otherwise have been possessed by the states of 


Maryland and Virginia; or that congress might not, in virtue 
thereof, take such steps upon the subject in this District, 48 
those states might themselves take within their own limita, and 
consistently with their rights of sovereignty, 

Thus viewing the matter, I would not, from the lights now 
before me, feel nyeelf safe in pronouncing that congress does 
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not possess the power of interfering with or abolishing slavery 
in the District of Columbia. But, whilst such are my present 
juipressions upon the abstract question of the legal power of 
congress—impressions which I shall at all times be hot only 
ready, but disposed, to surrender upon conviction of error—t 
do not hesitate to give it to you as my deliberate and well-con- 
sidered Opinion, that there are objections to the exercise of this 
power, against the wishes of the slaveholding stales, as impera- 
tive in their nature and obligations, in regulating the conduct of 
public men, as the most palpable want of constitutional power 


would be. 

You have alluded in your letter to the conspicuous situation 
in which [ have been placed before the public; and I take it for 
granted, that it is to that circumstance, rather than to any 
other, that [ am to ascribe the solicitude felt by yourselves and 
your fellow cilizens in respect to my views on the subject. I 
recognise, to the fullest extent, the propriety of this desire on 
your part, and although there is nothing in your letter making the 
avowal necessary, I piefer that not ouly you, but all the people 
of the United States shall now understand, that if the desire of 
that portion of them Which is favorable to my elevation to the 
chief magistracy, should be gratified, [ must go into the presi- 
dential chair the inflexible and uncompromising opponent of 








any attempt on the part of congress to abolish slavery in the 
District of Columbia, against the wishes of the slavebolding 
states; and also with the determination equally decided, to re- 
sist the slightest interference with the subject in the states 
where itexists. In saying this, [ tender neither to them nor to 
you, any pledges, but declare only settled opinions and convic- 
tion of duty, Those who doubt that it will be carried into full 
and fair effect, are under no obligations to trust me. An op- 
portunity is afforded them to exercise their free choice in the 
matter, and they may be assured, that there is no one less 
likely to complain of its exercise than myself, 

The peculiar importance of the subject, and a desire (which 
you will allow me to feel) that my views of it should be cor- 
rectly understood, make it proper that [ should explain the 
grounds of the opinions above expressed. They are founded, 
amongst Others, on the following considerations, viz: 

Ist. I believe thatif it had been foreseen, at the time of the 
adoption of the constitution, that the seat of the federal govern- 
went would be fixed in a slavebolding region, that the subject 
of slavery would be there agitated to the prejudice of those 
holding this species of property, the right to do so, would, with 
ihe assent of the non-slaveholding stutes, have been made an 
exception to the unrestricted legislative power given to con- 
gress over the District to be ceded. 

Qdly. 1 cannot but regard the agitation of this subject in the 
District of Columbia, as a surprise upon the people of Mary- 
land and Virginia, being very confident that if the state of 
things Which now exists, had been at all apprehended by those 
states, the cession of the District would not have been made 
except upon the express condition that congress should exer- 
cise no such power; and that with such a condition the cession 
would, in the then state of public Opinion, have been readily 
accepted, 

3dly. [do therefore believe, that the abolition of slavery in 
the District of Columbia, against the wishes of the slavehold- 
ing states (assuming that congress has the power to effect it) 
would violate the spirit of that compromise of interests which 
lies at the basis of our social compact; and I am thoroughly 
convinced, that it could not be so done without imminent peril, 
if not certain destruction, to the union of the states. Viewing 
the matter in this light, itis my clear and settled opinion, that 
the federal government ougit to abstain from doing so, and that 
it is the sacred duty of those whom the people of the United 
States entrust with the control of its action, so to use the con- 
constitutional power with which they are invested, as to pre- 
Vent it. 

I think it due to the occasion, and only a simple act of jus- 
lice to my fellow citizens of the north, of all political parties; 
to add the expression of my belief, that the opinions above ex- 
pressed, accord in substance, with those entertained by a larger 
inajority of the people of the non-slaveholding states than has 
ever before existed in those states On a public question of equal 
magnitude. Itis also due to them to say, that their sentiments 
On this subject spring out of considerations of too high a char- 
acter, and look to consequences of too solemn an import, to be 
shaken by slight causes. With only a generous confidence on 
the part of the south in their brethern of the north, and a firm 
determination on the part of each, to visit with their severest 
displeasure any attempt to connect the subject with party poli- 
lics, those sentiments cannot be overthrown. All future at- 
lempts on the part of the abolitionists to do so, will then only 
serve to accumulate and concentrate public odium on them- 
selves. That there are persons at the north who are far from 
concurring in the prevailing sentiment I have described, is cer- 
lainly true; but their numbers, when compared with the rest 
of the community, are very inconsiderable; and if the condi- 
lion of things be not greatly aggravated by imprudence, many 
Of them Lhave no doubt. will ultimately adopt sounder views 
Of the subject; and the efforts of those who may persist in the 
work of agitation, may be overcome by reason, or rendered in- 
Operative by constitutional remedies. 

To one elass of those who have hitherto petitioned congress 
for the abslition of slavery in the District of Columbia, I ean- 
hot forbear to refer: [ allude to the society of Friends, or the 











people usually denominated Quakers. The uniformity of their 
course upon this subject, the temperate manner in which it 
has been manifested, and the marked excellence of their con- 
duct and character, appear to have conciliated respect for their 
motives, even irom those who differ with them in opinion. As 
far as my Observation has enabled me to judge, it is due to them 
to say, that as there has been no indication of any change of 
Opinion upon their part during the present excitement, so has 
there been no evidence of a disposition to lend themselves to 
the undue agitation of the public mind attempted by others. 
There is certainly no class of people in this country, who have 
a deeper interest in the preservation of the union and of the 
happy system of government which it upholds, than they; and 
ithas now become very apparent to all reflecting and obsery- 
ing minds, that the question of slavery in the District of Co- 
lumbia cannot be pressed to the result they desire, with safety 
to those paramount objects. Do not these considerations jus- 
tify the hope that from them, at least, we may reasonably ex- 
pect, for the future, a mode of dealing with the subject, which, 
Whilst it does no Injustice to their principles, shall repress in- 
stead of increasing agitation, and not endanger the great in- 
terests to which | have referred? To doubtit, would be to 
distrust the influence which industry, morality, intelligence 
and republican habits—qualities which all admit them to pos- 
sess in a high degree—are calculated in great emergencies to 
exert upon the conduct of their possessors. And for the like 
reason, il may certainly be expected, that well disposed per- 
sons Of other religious denominations, who, without a full 
consideration of the difficulties which surround this subject, 
and of the dangerous consequences to which the efforts of the 
abolitionists so evidently tend, have lent to those efforts the 








| influence of their names and character, will be careful bere- 
| after to avoid the repetition of an error so unfortunate and mis- 


chievous. 

In every view of the subject, therefore, it does appear to me, 
that, although there certainly is in the present condition of the 
country, in relation to it, sufficient to excite the most serious’ 
attention, there is nothing in the state of public opinion in the 
United States, to justify that panie in the public mind which 
invariably disqualifies those who partake of it, from dealing 
Wisely or successfully with the circumstances by which it is 
produced. From abroad we have, | think, some right to ex- 
pect less interference than heretofore. We shall, | am confi- 
dent, for some time atleast, have no more foreign agents to 
enlighten us on the subject. Recent results here, and the dis- 
cussions with which they have been attended, cannot fail to at- 
tract the attention of the reading and reflecting portion of the 
foreign public. By these means they will be made to under- 
stand our real condition in this respect, and they will know 
thatthe unchangeable law of that condition is, that the slave 
question must be left to the control of the slaveliolding states 
themselves, Without molestation or interference from any 
quarter; that foreign interference of every description, can only 
be injurious to the slave, without benefit to any interest, and 
will not be endured by any section of our country; and that 
any interference, coming from even the non-slaveholding por- 
tions of our tersitory, is calculated to endanger the perpetuity, 
and ifsanctioned by the general government, would eventually 
occasion the dissolution of our happy union. Seeing the sub- 
ject, in this, its true aspeet, and conscious as they must be, 
that the downfall of this republic would be the severest blow 
that the cattse of liberty and self-government could reecive, 
and from which its recovery would be hopeless, the wise and 
the good among them—those who are really guided by the prin- 
ciples of justice and humanity—will pause and acknowledge, 
that they have misapprebended the true bearings of this ques- 
tion. Instead of accusing our countrymen who hold property 
in slaves, with disregarding the general principles of liberty and 
the dictates of a pure religion, they will recognise, in this class 
of our citizens, as sincere friends to the happiuess of mankind 
as any Others, and will become sensible that this species of 
property, the result of causes over which they had no control, 
isan inheritance, which they only know how to dispose of, 
Instead of charging the people of the non-slaveholding states, 
as has often been done, with hypocrisy in professing an ardent 
love of freedom, they will find that the free citizens of the 
north are only acting upon the principles of fidelity to their 
mostsolemn engagements; that if they were to attempt the 
accomplishment of what is desired of them by those who re- 
gard slavery as inconsistent with the equal rights on which 
our institutions are founded, they will involve themselves in 
the odium, either of seeking to evade a compact which was 
the means and the pledge of our national existence, or of 
availing themselves of their present power and unexampled 
prosperity, to dissolve a connection with their southern bre- 
thren, formed at a period of mutnal adversity, for a cause 
which was then not only known to exist, but the continuance 
of which was expressly recognised in the bond of their union. 

I have thus,gentleman, been compelled to extend my re- 
marks considerably further than I intended, when [ commenc- 
ed to answer your inquiry. As, however, the subject was de- 
licate and important, | feel that T have not trespassed more 
upon your lime in its examination than was proper to enable 
you to comprehend the views T entertain of if, or than was re- 
spectfual to the considerations which justified your call for those 
views. And feel assured, whatever may be the difference 
of opinion, if any, which exists between myself and any other 
portions of my fellow citizens, that the issue of this matter as 
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of all preceding questions which have agitated the public 
mind, and have been thought to be pregnant with danger, will, 
in their bands, be such as to strengthen the bonds of their 
union, and to increase those fraternal and patriotic affections 
which our past national history has so often and so honorably 
illustrated. I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
M. VAN BUREN. 
Messrs. Junius Amis, Isaae Hall, John Wall, C. Yellowby, 
Samuel B, Spirrill and Jumes W. Puizinn—Jackson, N, C. 
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LETTER FROM GEN. HARRISON. 
North Bend, 9th Feb. 1836. 

GENTLEMEN: Your letter, covering the procecdings of the 
convention by which I was nominated their candidate for the 
presidency of the United States was received in the due course 
of the mail, and the resolutions they contained, are such as to 
create in my bosom feelings of gratitude towards the people of 
Maryland, which will be cherished to the last moment of my 
existence. ‘These feelings were greatly increased from the re- 
flection that, with a very few exceptions, | was personally un- 
known to the members of the convention, and, exclusively of 
some of her statesmen, with whom I have served in the na- 
tional councils, but to a few others of her citizens. With 
thousands of those of some other states I have been associated 
in scenes, where the difficulties and dangers, to which we were 
in common exposed, have created a feeling of attachment and 
partiality, which is often found to warp the judgments of good 
men and induce them to bestow their confidence and suffrages 
on those possessing inferior qualifications. Having no advan- 
tages of this kind to boast of in relation to my fellow citizens 
of Maryland, [ am gratified with the reflection, considering the 
pre-eminent talents of several of those from whom their selec- 
tion might have been made, that I am indebted for the distine- 
tion with which they have honored me, to the greater length of 


_ my public services, and the belief that in the discharge of the 


various and important trusts which have been committed to 
me, the confidence of my country has never been betrayed nor 
its interests sacrificed. This is precisely the ground which I 
wish to occupy. Conscious of many deficiencies and imper- 
fections, [ have endeavored to supply the place of the qualities 
I wanted by unweared zeal and undeviating fidelity. 

How delightful is the reflection that by an assembly so en- 
lightened and free as that of the late Maryland convention, the 
character in which I so ardently desire tostand before my coun- 
trymen, should be accorded to me. In relation to the freedom 
with which the choice was made, gentlemen, I venture to as- 
sure you, that should your efforts to place me in the executive 
chair of this great nation, prove successful, that the influence 
and patronage of that office shall never be used to control or 
impair it, in any of your future deliberations. And thatif in 
the year 1839 your own great emporium or any other place, 
should be the theatre for the exhibition of another national 
convention, it shall be, as far as my efforts can effect it, what 
that of 1835 purported to be, ‘fan assembly fresh from the peo- 
ple, the true representation of their unbiassed wishes, the faith- 
ful echo of their opinions.” 

This declaration is made with a perfect consciousness of the 
little confidence which is given to pledges of any kind, made 
by persons situated as Iam. 1 know that they have been made 
and violated in every age and in every country, where men 
have depended for their advancement to the highest offices on 
the good opinion of their countrymen. But almost every in- 
stance the deceiver has been found possessed of grasping and 
insatiable ambition (of which the germs might have been dis- 
covered in his previous conduct) and generally united with 
commanding genius and splendid talents. There is, I trust, 
nothing in my previous conduct to show that 1 possess the for- 
mer character, and utterly disclaiming the latter, my sole reli- 
ance, for preserving the good opinion of my countrymen is the 
preservation of that character for fidelity to my engagements, 
which the convention, which you, gentlemen, represent, as well 
as others of my fellow-citizens have been pleased to allow to 
me. 

With high consideration, I am, gentlemen, your humble ser- 
vant, WM. H. HARRISON. 
To Wm. Bradly Tyler, president, 

Robert W. Bowie, ) 

Henry V. Somerville, | 

Reuben Tall, 

Henry S. Stites, 

Joseph II. Nicholson, ? 

John Bozman Kerr, § 


vice presidents, 


secretaries, 
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LETTER FROM JUDGE WHITE, 


Washington, March 17, 1836. 
Dear sir: [have this moment received your favor, under 
date of the L5th inst. In answer to the question put to me, I 
say, I do not believe congress has the power to abolish slavery 
in the District of Columbia, and if that body did possess the 
power, I think the exercise of it would be the very worst of 
policy. ; 
Holding these opinions, | would act-upon them in any sitna- 
tion in whieh T could be placed, and for both reasons would, if 


called on to act, withhold my assent to any bill having in view | 


such an object. 
i take the liberty of forwarding to you a pamphlet containing 
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my sentiments on this subject. And am, most respectfully, 
your obedient servant, HUGH L. WUITE, 

John B, D. Smith, esq. Richmond. 

—~ oO B Otr2—— 
GOVERNOR DUNCAN’S LETTER 
Vandalia, December 20, 1835, 

GENTLEMEN: You will see by the enclosed resolutions of the 
legislature, instructing you to vote for expunging the *Resoly. 
tions of the United States senate of the 28th of March 183), de- 
clariug Unat the president of the Usted States in his late ex 
eculive proceedings in relation to the public revenue, had as 
sumed upon bimself, an authority and power not Contersed by 
ihe constitution and laws, but in derogation of both,” that they 
have made it my duty to furnish you with a Copy Of them, 
While lL acknowledged the obligation of every representative 
iu Our government to obey the instructions of bis constituents, 
or resign, and by no means desiring that you should do other- 
wise m this Case; yet believing as 1 do, that the independence 
of congress, and more especially of the senate, Which is made 
by the Constitution a check upon that executive patronage, 
which has been the lever, or chief power in the hands of all go- 
vernments lo Overturn the liberties of the people, and which js 
now threatening the peace and safety of our own, | should be 
faithless to my conntry, and recreant to the people who have 
placed ne among the guardians of their nights, if 1 were, by si- 
lently transmitting or in any other way, to give the slightes; 
sancuon to the principles those resolutions Contain, or the ob- 
jects they appear to have been designed, by the agitation | 
thei, ultimately to accomplish: which is to censure and de 
grade this departinent of our government. Destroy public con- 
lidence in the senate, let the legislature rebuke them for wary 
ing the people, that a new, dangerous and unconstitutional 
power had been asserted bya co-ordinate and powertul branch 
of the government; let the right be fully establirled that any 
power or person, except the iminediate constituents of each se- 
parate member of congress, shall bave authority to call their 
acts In question; Or that a man at the head of our government, 
al whose command six thousand bayonets will brisvle in an in 
stant, surrounded immediately and remotely, by one hundred 
thousand organized officeholders, and numerous patizan office- 
seekers, ready to obey his will, shall have authority lo protest 
agaist, interrupt or question, any of the people’s representa- 
tives, who are sitting in the presence of this mighty power, uu- 
armed and unprotected, and who should look alone to the ap- 
probation of their constituents at the ballot box, for all favor 
and all rebukes; in a word, let the senate of the United States 
lose its independence by the loss of public confidence—the Cor- 
rupling practice of members of the senate asking and receiving 
favors trom the execulive in employing its patronage to secure 
their re-election, by the appointment of their partizans and te- 
latives to office, or placing over it a master, and you must per- 
ceive that all power will svon be centered in one man, and that 
our march to despotism is inevitable. 

This contest between the president and the senate, as a pat- 
ty measure, to my mind, is assuming the most alarming aspect; 
the one possessing all power, the fount of all honor, the dis- 
penser of all favors, holding the absolute power over the will 
of one hundred thousand dependents, whose patronage makes 
him the idol of all the ambitious, hungry officeseekers in the 
land; the other baving no benefits to bestow, no mercenary de- 
pendents wielding the press or the bludgeon in their defence, 
and required by the constitution to perfurm the odious duties 
of rejecting bad men from office, and resisting executive en- 
crouchments—in such a contest, unless the people rally to the 
defence of the senate, who can doubt that tie result will be ils 
total prostration? 

When we view the attacks now making by this party upon 
the supreme court, as well as the senate, and their attempts lo 
bestow such power upon the executive, it is impossible W 
doubt, Whatever may be the design, that their success must end 
in despotism. That any unprejudiced man, who ever read our 
constitution, Or thought one moment about the character of our 
government, doubts that it was both the right and duty of the 
senate to pass the resolution in question, is more than L be 
lieve. Silence the warning voice of either branch of the legis 
lature, and especially the senate, which is bound to know the 
public will as well as the secret action of the government, and 
who does not see every barrier to arbitrary government latd 


‘low? The flimsy pretext for the attack upon the senate, that it 


is clothed with judicial as well as legislative powers, is a strik- 
ing evidence of the contempt, that those who urge it have [ot 
the safety, as well as intelligence of the people. Does not 
every one see that no criminal intention was charged upon tle 
president? He had been guilty of an assumption of powers (lt 
a good purpose, if you please), that was unauthorised by law, 
in violation of the constitution, and against the genius ane 
spirit of all limited governments; and which power, when tle 
present patriotic, but misguided incumbent, shall have shed bis 
mantle upon a saecessor, ifhe be an ambitious bad man, mig!!s 
and if tis power is sustained now by the people, will, in my 
opinion, sooner or later, overthrow the liberties of our counuy: 
Wishing that every wan, bonored by aseat in the distinguis!) 
ed and responsible body, of which you are a member, may ju®! 
ly appreciate the blessings of our free institutions, I will close 
this communication, which [ assure you, has been prompt 
alone by the spirit of patriotism. With great respect, youl 
obedient servant, JOSEPH DUNCAN: 
To the hon, E. K, Kane and J, M. Robinson, 
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